FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Elijah: Faith in God’s Power
Lesson 26
WARM UP  Objective: False gods?

Do you know anyone who is Hindu?  Hindus believe that there are many gods.  One of the chief gods is named Vishnu.  They believe he created everything and that he is the oldest and most powerful god.  What would you say if a Hindu friend wanted to tell you about Vishnu?

BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: Elijah on Mt. Carmel
· Set up – King Ahab married a foreign princess named Jezebel.  Jezebel was also a priestess of Baal, a false god served by many nations around Israel.  She not only brought the worship of Baal to Israel but also brought priests of Baal and built altars and idols of Baal all over the country.  God sent Elijah to send a powerful message to Israel.
· Read I Kings 18:16-40.

· Discussion Questions

1. Why did Elijah call for the contest with the prophets of Baal?
2. What do you think the people thought of the display of the prophets of Baal?
3. What do you think the people thought of God’s display?  

DISCUSSION  Objective: The Only God
· Read Acts 17:16-34
· Questions:

1. Why do you think there was an idol to the “Unknown God?”
2. How did Paul use that idol to talk to the Athenians?
3. How hard might it have been for people living then to believe in just one God?
ACTIVITY  Objective – Other “gods”
     If an idol could be anything that we honor and serve above God, what are some things in our culture that could be considered as idols?  Discuss how we as Christians can avoid falling into the trap of worshipping those kind of ‘idols’ in our lives.
