FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Esther: A Beautiful Faith 

Lesson 24

WARM UP  Objective: Sin has consequences


Whether it is selfishness or dishonesty, pride or slander, we all have committed sin that has had some limiting effect on our lives.

1. Can you think of a story in the news or in the life of someone you know that illustrates the consequences of sin?

BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: Haman’s deception turns against him.

· Upon finding out about Haman’s plot to wipe out all of the Jews in Persia, Esther agrees to talk to the king at great risk to her own life.  The king agrees to see her and she invites both King Xerxes and Haman to a dinner she prepares in their honor.

· Read Esther 7

· Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Esther invited Haman to join them? 

2. Why did the king react so strongly to what Esther told him? 

3. How do you think Harbona felt about Haman?

DISCUSSION  Objective: God uses consequences to instruct.

· Read Acts 5:1-10

· Questions:

1. Why do you think Ananias and Sapphira lied about the amount of their gift? 

2. The death penalty seems a little extreme for their deception.  What is God saying to us through their consequences?

3. What have consequences taught you in your life?

ACTIVITY  Objective – Truth or Consequences

Play a little game of “Truth or Consequences”.  In this game, each player is asked to choose either to tell a truth or perform a consequence.  If truth is chosen, other players will come up with a question that the player will have to answer truthfully.  If consequence is chosen, other players come up with a task that the player will have to do.  Be sure everyone has a turn.

