FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Esther: A Beautiful Faith 

Lesson 23

WARM UP  Objective: Great Pride Leads to Great Humiliation


Bob was going for a job interview.  Wanting to make a really good impression he resolved to be in the office waiting at least 15 minutes early.  He left home with plenty of time but traffic issues caused delays that threatened to make him late.  He rushed into the building and by a stroke of luck caught an elevator just as it was about to close.  He hopped on thankful to be on his way but just as the doors began to close a short older man shuffled up to the doors and started to try to squeeze in.  “Sorry sir but we are full,” he lied.  The older gentleman gave him a hard stare but stepped back.  Bob got into the office and had no more than settled when his name was called to go back for the interview.  Imagine his surprise when he walked into the office and saw the short, older gentleman sitting behind the desk.  

1. What might Bob have done to have avoided his unfortunate situation?

2. Someone tell of a similar situation you might have been in.

BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: Haman vs. Mordecai.

· Haman was a royal official of king Xerxes and probably a distant relative of Agag, king of the Amelekites who King Saul had captured and killed centuries earlier.  Not surprisingly, Haman needed little reason to hate Jews and Mordecai gave him more than enough.

· Read Esther 5:9-6:12

· Discussion Questions

1. Why did Haman hate Mordecai and want to kill the Jews? (5:9)

2. What had Mordecai done for the King that he wanted to reward? (6:2)

3. What had Haman come to discuss with the King when he was asked to honor Mordecai? (6:4)

DISCUSSION  Objective: Stay Humble

· Read James 4:4-10

· Questions:

1. Why do the proud so offend God? 

2. What does a humility in a person look like?

ACTIVITY  Objective – Decide to be humble

Take turns with each person discussing how he or she might be more humble.  Resist the temptation to make suggestions for others.

