FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Esther: A Beautiful Faith 

Lesson 22

WARM UP  Objective: God has purpose in placement


Roger wanted the job very badly.  He was so disappointed when he got word that they had given the job to someone else that he was bitter and angry; even angry at God.  After looking a while longer he took a job offer at another place just to be able to pay his bills.  He was sullen and withdrawn for the first few weeks of the new job barely venturing beyond his cubicle to meet his coworkers.  That all changed when he met Susan.  She stopped him one day to ask for help on a technical issue with which he was proficient.  Their relationship became immediately friendly, then romantic and they were married 15 months after their first chance meeting.  After their wedding Susan told one of her friends about how Roger had not wanted to work where she worked but that she believes while God may have denied Roger’s prayer for his dream job, he answered her prayer for a dream husband.

1. Is it possible that God might put people into places or circumstances that they don’t understand because he has a purpose for them there?

2. Do you feel that God ever put you in a place so that you could carry out his wishes for you there? Explain.

BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: The captive becomes queen.

· Hadassah (Esther) was a Jewish girl living in a foreign land.  Jews had neither status nor respect in Persia and were in fact disliked because of their refusal to take on the religion and traditions of their dominant culture.   She was an orphan and an outcast but God had a purpose for her. 

· Read Esther 2:1-18 and 4:12-14

· Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Esther was taken to the king’s palace? (v.2:8)

2. Why do you think Esther was chosen out of all the other girls the king saw? (v.2:17)

3. What is Mordecai suggesting to Esther as to why she became queen? (4:14)

DISCUSSION  Objective: Discover your purpose.

· Read Ephesians 2:8-10

· Questions:

1. What relationship is suggested between grace and works? 

2. What works might God have prepared for you to do?

ACTIVITY  Objective – Determine God’s Leading

Talk about how God has led your family to where you are now.  What is his purpose for you?

