FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Joseph: Faith Is Merciful
Lesson 15 

WARM UP  Objective: Showing Mercy

Why is there such a thing as a ‘mercy rule’ in some baseball and softball leagues?
1. When in your life has someone showed mercy to you?

2. What opportunities have you had to show mercy to others?
BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: Be Merciful Even to Those Who Mistreat You.
· Read Genesis 50:15-21
· Discussion Questions

1. Why were Joseph’s brothers concerned? (v.15)

2. Why did Joseph weep when he heard their plea? (vs.17)

3. Why did Joseph show them kindness even after they tried to kill him? (v.20)
DISCUSSION  Objective: God Demands His Followers Be Merciful.
· Read James 2:12-13
· Questions:

1. How can we receive “judgment without mercy”? (v.13) 

2. How does mercy triumph over judgment? (v.13)
3. To whom should we show mercy?
ACTIVITY  Objective – Mercy even to those who mistreat us.
Have family members discuss a time when someone treated them badly.  Suggest how mercy might be shown in similar situations in the future.  End with a prayer that God gives us the strength to show mercy to others as he has to us.
