FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Faith in a King Born in a Stable

Lesson 12 

WARM UP  Objective: Spiritual Irony


Dictionary.com defines the word irony as “an outcome of events contrary to what was, or might have been, expected.”  Jesus’ birth certainly fits that definition.  God’s son, King of all creation, God in the flesh would certainly have been deserving of a royal birth in a palace with all the amenities and luxury available at the time.  Yet Jesus was born to a poor teenaged mother in a stable filled with the smell, and noises of farm animals and laid in a feed trough no doubt filled with hay that the animals had fed on just minutes before.  

1. God could certainly have chosen a royal, luxurious environment for his son to be born into.  Why do you think God chose the humblest of births instead?

BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: Jesus’ humble beginnings.

· Read Luke 2:1-7.

· Discussion Questions

1. Why was it important that Jesus be born in Bethlehem? (v.4 also see Micah 5:2)

2. What might it have looked like where Jesus was born?  Do you think the nativity scenes are close to being accurate?

3. What do you make of the fact that there was no room in the inn? (v.7)  

DISCUSSION  Objective: God’s values – not man’s.

· Read Luke 5:27-32

· Questions:

1. Why is it incredible to think that Jesus chose Levi to be one of his disciples? (v. 27)

2. Why did the Pharisees and teachers of the law take exception to the company Jesus kept? (v.20) 

3. What message does scripture send to us in showing us humility as a defining characteristic of the Son of God?

ACTIVITY  Objective – The real meaning of Christmas.

Discuss with your family the difference between the secular view of Christmas (materialistic with a focus on what I receive) and the spiritual reality of Christmas (unselfish with a focus on humble sacrifice and what we can give to others).
