FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

The Magi: In Search of Faith 

Lesson 9 

WARM UP  Objective: Who were the Magi?


Tradition holds that they were kings but more were likely wealthy upper class Persians.  They may have been priests in an eastern religion called Zoroastrianism.  A religion in which it was believed (much like astrology today) that there were messages in the stars.  To find Jesus, they followed a star they believed to be heralding the birth of a king, to Bethlehem where Mary and Joseph were living after Jesus’ birth.  Though there were likely more than three Magi (we are not given their number), we do know they brought three gifts to Jesus.  The gifts were gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Gold for its value, frankincense was an expensive perfume and myrrh was an anointing oil most commonly used for burial preparation. 

1. Why do you suppose the Magi came all that way to find this “king of the Jews”?

2. What do you think the gifts were supposed to represent (Look up “Biblical Magi” on Wikipedia for suggestions)?     

BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: Looking for Jesus.

· Read Matthew 2:1-12.

· Discussion Questions

1. Why was King Herod disturbed when the Magi asked where to find the newborn “King of the Jews”? (v.3)

2. What does it seem that the star was doing for them in vs. 9-10?

3. Why do you think the Magi worshipped Jesus and gave him gifts? (v.11)  

DISCUSSION  Objective: You won’t find what you do not seek.

· Read Matthew 7:7-8.

· Questions:

1. What will be given to us if we ask? (v.7)

2. What are we to be seeking? (v.7) 

3. What door will be opened? (v.7)

ACTIVITY  Objective – Seeking God.

Many of you have seen the bumper sticker that reads, “Wise men still seek Him.”  Discuss the meaning of the bumper sticker.  As a family, draw and decorate a piece of paper with this slogan and hang it on the fridge or some prominent place in the home.  While working discuss – “What are ways that we can seek Him?”
