FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

Barnabas: Character in Faith
Lesson 30
WARM UP  Objective: The Legacy of Barnabas.

While Barnabas is a fairly minor character in the history of Christianity, his influence was impressive. See below the huge impact that an encourager can have.
· The church in Antioch - He was a primary player in the church in Antioch which became one of the principle churches in the early church.  
· Paul – Barnabas was Paul’s mentor in his early ministry.  Paul went on from Barnabas’ tutelage to teach masses of people about Jesus, found countless churches, and pen 13 of the 27 books of the New Testament.

· John Mark – Barnabas also served as the mentor for John Mark who will go on to become a companion of Peter and later a help to Paul.  Tradition holds that under the name Mark he was the author of the Gospel of Mark.  Tradition also holds that Mark wrote his gospel first and Matthew and Luke used his  gospel as a basis for their gospels.
BIBLE STORY  Faith Lesson: Barnabas Believes in John Mark.
· Set up – John Mark was the cousin of Barnabas and had begun the journey with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey but had turned back early on.  We do not have the circumstances resulting in John Mark’s about face but we see that Paul had lost confidence in him because of it.
· Read Acts 15:36-41
· Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Barnabas wanted to take John Mark with them?
2. Why might Paul have objected?
3. Why did it become such a serious disagreement?

DISCUSSION  Objective: Encourage each other.
· Read Hebrews 10:24-25
· Questions:

1. How might we ‘spur one another on to love and good deeds’?
2. Why might some have been “giving up” on “meeting together”?

3. How might encouraging each other help that? 
ACTIVITY  Objective – Encourage each other.
Put everyone’s name in a hat and take turns drawing them out.  Being sure nobody has their own name, each person write an encouraging note to the person whose name they drew.
