SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS 2008

Worship, A Way of Life

Lesson #6 – True Worship is Perpetual

Ephesians 3:19-20

INTRODUCTION


Imagine a fire.  What image came to your mind when I said to do that?  (Group leaders take a few minutes to discuss what was imagined).  Was it a quick flame escaping from the end of a lighter?  Was it a glow from a gas stove burner?  Was it a warm, mesmerizing campfire?  Was it a huge house fire with flames shooting from it?  Fire is one of those things that given a constant fuel source could be perpetual.  


Fire is often a symbol representative of God’s presence.  In Genesis, God was represented as a pillar of fire during the nighttime leading the children of Israel through the wilderness.  In Leviticus 24 God commands that a perpetual flame be kept outside of the tabernacle to commemorate His presence in Israel.  In Acts 2:1-4 God’s presence is represented as “tongues of fire” that rested on the heads of the apostles signifying the coming of the Holy Spirit into the hearts of men.  That fire burns perpetually in us.  It represents God’s presence in us and is a perpetual reminder that our response to his presence in us is worship.


In the first lesson of our study we looked at two Greek words that are translated “worship” in English.  One word was ‘proskuneo’ and it means “to bow down and kiss the feet or hands of.”  This is Sunday morning worship.  It is what we do when we gather together and spend focused time on praise and intentional worship.  We also looked at the word ‘latreuo.’  This word means, “to worship by service and deeds.”  We looked two weeks ago at what Jesus said to the Samaritan woman by Jacob’s well when he said that “true worshippers will worship in spirit and in truth.”  Spirit meaning the realization that God is no longer thought to dwell in a temple or place but that his “dwelling place” is now in the hearts of men.  Truth alludes to Jesus and himself being that truth.  When we worship in truth, we do so understanding who Jesus is and what he has done for us.  So worshipping in spirit and in truth means that we worship understanding that God’s Spirit is present within us and that He loves us so much that he sent Jesus to be our sacrifice for sin.  That understanding should motivate us to worship with awe and thanksgiving.  It also motivates us to worship perpetually.

TRUE WORSHIP IS PERPETUAL (Ephesians 5)

*    What does perpetual mean?  (Group leaders spend some time coming up with a working definition)

       -  Examples are perpetual motion, perpetual calendars etc…

*     A Spirit-filled Christian (Read Eph. 5:11-20)

· Context of passage is in ch. 4:22-24.  Taking off the old and putting on the new (discuss)

· Literally advocating a new lifestyle.  One changed by the Spirit – the one that lives in the Christian.
· (v.18-20) Don’t be filled with wine.  That leads to debauchery (sinful behavior, wild living).  Be filled with the Spirit, that leads to… (Group leaders discuss)

· Spirit filling leads to a lifestyle characterized by singing and thankfulness.
· Singing to and with others could encourage them to do the same.

· Keeping a song of praise on your mind and in your heart is a constant form of worship.

· “always giving thanks” is another form of perpetual worship.

Worship, A Way of Life – Lesson #6 (continued)

* Perpetual Worship 

   -  This passage while often used to illustrate a point about worship services is actually intended to 

       impress upon its readers the importance of a lifestyle characterized by perpetual worship.
· According to this passage, what does perpetual worship look like?  

· Are there any other expressions of worship that can take place?

· Why do you think it seems to draw some attention to doing this with one another? (v.19)

· According to this passage, how does this lifestyle differ from a worldly lifestyle?

· What are some practical ways we can live a lifestyle of perpetual worship?  Consider below.

· Music we listen to

· Conversations with others

· Opportunities to serve

· Our language

· Our humor

· TV shows/movies we see and talk about

· Recreation choices

· Others?

· Perpetual worship is always about letting God’s spirit shine through us in how we honor and praise Him.
CONCLUSION


We opened by talking about fire and how fire often represented the presence of God.  One characteristic of fire is that it is obvious.  A house in my neighborhood burned down recently and you could see the flame for miles.  How do we as Christians who practice perpetual worship, let the fire of God’s spirit be seen in us?  What are some things that prevent it from being seen in us?  How might one actually quench or extinguish the flame of God’s Spirit?

