SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS 2008

Worship, A Way of Life

Lesson #8 – True Worship is Thankful
Hebrews 12:28: Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.
Suggested Devotional Song: “Give Thanks”
ICE Breaker:
 In this holiday season, what do you have to be thankful for? Are there influences and factors that keep you from being as thankful as you should be?
INTRODUCTION
God inspired the apostle Paul to predict today's global attitudes and write them down to warn us: "But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves unthankful, unholy" (II Timothy 3:1-2). Today, many people are self-centered, discontent, and ungrateful. At best, many think about giving thanks only once each year—and then only because Thanksgiving Day forces them to consider it. Because we must live in this world, we can be very heavily influenced by this ungrateful society's attitudes. Do we really appreciate all that we have been given? Are we sincerely thankful to our great God for the many blessings He has so liberally poured out upon us? In this week’s study, we will see that God wants us to show our gratitude to Him. It is one of our expressions of true worship. True worship is thankful. Our gratitude is one of the primary motivators for worshipping and serving God.
TRUE WORSHIP IS THANKFUL (Romans 12:28) (Psalm 100: 1-5)
I. Our text from Hebrews talks of the heavenly kingdom. It reminds us that in response to the blessings of the kingdom we are to be thankful. The Kingdom of God that we are receiving CANNOT be shaken:

a. Did anyone thing before 9-11-01 that the World Trade Centers, the centerpiece of New York’s skyline, would crumble to the ground in a heap? Despite man’s achievements, all things on this earth and the earth itself are temporary and will be reduced to rubble eventually. Even the great empires of the past must now be dug up and excavated.
b. Question to get discussion going: What is the most AWESOME place or thing you have seen? Does it seem strange to think of it as TEMPORARY? (i.e. Grand Canyon, Mt. Rushmore, etc.) How awesome to think that God has a place for us, a Kingdom, that moth and rust will never destroy!
c. Our Heavenly kingdom is on a firm foundation that rises above the earthly decay that will eventually befall our earthly home.
II. We should have a sense of Thankfulness for the Grace of God. 
a. Without His grace, we could not receive the gift of the Kingdom of God.
b. As we look at the scripture in Hebrews 12:28, we need to look starting in verse 14 and following  to get an understanding of the thankfulness talked about in verse 28.
i. In verses 14, 15 we are to live in peace with one another and be holy and see to it no one misses the grace of GOD! Grace is a gift that we can be thankful for and appreciate the fact that we did nothing to earn it.
ii. Question for discussion: How is that significant your life that God wants us to help each other see His grace?
iii. Question for discussion: Can you give an example where someone helped you see it? Did someone ever give you something you didn’t earn or deserve? 

iv. (Philippians 1: 3-6 gives Paul’s eloquent expression of thankfulness to the Church in Philippi)

III. Therefore Be Thankful in your WORSHIP and in your daily life as we practice and apply our attitude of thankfulness into our homes, work, and worship lives.

a. This demands a response, of course. The grace of God is never to be separated from the thankful life. Good fruit is born out of a truly thankful heart, eager to give back to those who may benefit from your particular gifts.
b. The grace of God displayed for us in the Lord's Supper is supposed to call forth a response of gratitude. 
i. The weekly remembrance of our Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection are in part an expression of THANKS as we WORSHIP and as our worship becomes a WAY of LIFE!

ii. Says our text: (Heb 12:28) Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe ...Grace demands a thankful response.
