Worship, A Way of Life


The Model of True Worship
John 4: 21-24
Introduction
Suggested song – “On Bended Knee”
Theme: Spirit and Truth Worship

Ice Breaker: What immediately comes to mind when someone asks you “Where do you go to church? 

We have all been asked or have asked this question many times in our walk as Christians. What answer usually is given? 
Typically one would expect to hear the following”

Where the BUILDING is located.


The DENOMINATION of your assembly

LESSON STUDY (John 4: 21-24)
1. An example of DIFFERENT IDEAS OF WORSHIP

a. In verse 20 the Samaritan woman depicts two different places of worship. This demonstrated a major difference in the Jewish and Samaritan worship:

i. Mt Gerizim: where the Samaritans believed Moses had commanded an alter to be built, which the Samaritans had built a temple, which the Jews destroyed.
ii. Jerusalem: where the Jews worshiped in the temple where the Ark of the Covenant was, which is where they believed God dwelt.
b. In conflict the Samaritans felt they were right in "their" worship and the Jews in “theirs”.

i. Are there examples of this in our experience today? How do people agree / disagree regarding the location (and perhaps place undue importance in the PLACE of worship rather than the WORSHIP itself)?
ii. In verse 21 " note " Jesus does not enter into controversy with the woman as to which place was more important.
1. Jesus states " a time is coming when you will worship the Father not on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  Why is that important in our walk today?
2. In verse 23 Jesus states "a time is coming and has now come, when we will worship the Father in spirit and in truth".
a. In this it is implied that that all previous models and places of worship (activities) were to be replaced and the emphasis on. “spirit and truth” replaces “ritual and material requirements”

b. The formal rituals and material requirements of the old law would be replaced with something different and its Main focus is its SPIRITUAL character (note this was not saying that believers could not assemble in these places).
3. WORSHIP IN SPIRIT

a. God is the same in the Old Testament and the New Testament. We have some scriptural guidance on how we come to HIM in Spirit (and how that contrasts to the Old Testament guidelines for Worship.
i. Heb. 9:1-14
ii. Philip. 3:3
4. WORSHIP IN TRUTH

a. What is Truth?

i. John 14:6 “I am the way, the TRUTH”.
ii. Truth can also be seen as "Reality of God’s perfect plan for our lives and for worship"
iii. There has to be recognition in the severity of our sin, a humbleness, and a true conviction in our heart
iv. Worshipping involves ongoing study to understand the TRUTH of God’s word and his commandments

v. Can you think of one person in particular of the NT that had a real conviction of sin, and a good understanding of Truth

1. Paul (He knew what it was like to worship under the old Law and what it was like to worship under the new law of Grace). 

Application Questions

1. What does it mean to you to have the Spirit of GOD living in you?

2. How has God blessed you in your worship as you try to worship in the model of TRUE WORSHIP as outlined in the New Testament?
3. How do we guard against placing undue importance on the place of worship rather than the SPIRIT and TRUTH of our worship
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