Worship, A Way of Life


“In Vain Do They Worship Me”
Isaiah 29:13; Matthew 15:7-9
Introduction
Suggested song – “Lord, We Come Before Thee Now”
Most of us recognize when worship is sincere or just a big show. The differences are hard to describe but easily identified. True worship is meant to glorify God. The sincere worshipper (picture in your mind a brother or sister that embodies this characteristic) gives God full attention, focus, and directs his thoughts to Him based on his understanding of the word. It is an active faithful worship which one arrives at through much study and prayer. 

At the other end of the spectrum is the brother or sister who tries to bring attention to himself with outward worship but internal selfish or misguided intention. Perhaps he or she is trying to “look the part” without embodying the heart that only God can see.

Also important in these passages is the critical nature of the worship being guided by God rather than man. In this lesson, we as a body and as individuals continue to look at key components of worship so we can improve our offering to God and make our worship part of our everyday life.
Study

1) Isaiah 29:13; Matthew 15:7-9 Worship is a matter of the heart. 

a. God knows our hearts and our sincerity when we worship. 
b. The writer in both scriptures identifies that the Lord can tell when we give lip service to Him without our heart being in the right place. This is a good working definition of hypocrisy which we can easily fall prey to. 
c. How do we guard against our hearts not following what our lips are saying?
2) We must be steadfast in allowing God’s rather than Man’s principles, values, and “rules” guide our worship.
a. Truth-seeking men use God’s framework given to us in the scripture to guide worship and provide a method of worship that leads us to a further understanding of God’s truth.
b. Allowing ourselves to follow man rather than God’s direction for worship can destroy our efforts to reach out and please God through our worship.
Application
1.  Give examples of ways that you or someone you know focuses their heart and mind on God during worship? How can we improve in this area and come to God’s feet with more than our words?
2.  Do we as Christians sometimes fall prey to vain worship?  Give examples and give ways that the body of believers at Northeast can guard against this. (This may include examples of false doctrine, church splits or many other splinters in the church worship practices).
3.  Can we sometimes hold our “traditions” of worship up as God’s commandments (example might be strong opposition to the order of worship changing)?  
4.  How might we at Northeast guard against the changing culture around us and man’s influence fighting to degrade our worship experience?
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