Worship, A Way of Life


Worship in Israel
Deuteronomy 12:4-14

Introduction
Suggested songs – “How Great Thou Art”, “Holy, Holy, Holy”

Have you ever seen a retail store or a car dealer advertise a sale that was “Like nothing you’ve ever seen before?”  You end up going to see for yourself and find it’s exactly like everything you’ve seen before, except for the balloons.  It’s disappointing after they build your expectations up in that manner.  In Israel God saw what man was worshipping and how he was worshipping and he wanted something different for his people.  He wanted something unique because our God is unique.
In this lesson we’ll consider what worship was like in the Old Testament.  We’ll be able to see similarities and differences from the new covenant.  This is true both in attitude and practice.  
Study

1)  It was to be different – It was to be God’s way.  

Deuteronomy 12:4 “You must not worship the LORD your God in their way.” 
a) From the very beginning God had his own design in mind.  Man was never given total freedom to worship in any manner he wanted.  This is very different from the ideology many will teach.  Sentiments such as “Shop around and find a church that does things the way you like” is indicative of our society.  
b) We are to approach God on his terms, not ours.  Look ahead at verse 8.  You are not to do as we do here today, everyone as he sees fit.  If you took that attitude on the job how long would you last?  I’ll give my boss not what he/she wants, but what I want to give them.
2)  Worship involved going to a specific place.  
Deuteronomy 12:11a “Then to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name — there you are to bring everything I command you 
a) At this time in man’s history God wanted his worshipers to get off by themselves and worship in a specific place designated for that purpose.  Perhaps they needed this to give them the level of attention and focus God wanted.  While we are not limited to any particular place in the new covenant our buildings do give many the same chance to shut out other distractions and focus on God.  
b)  It also demonstrated God’s authority and supremacy.  Our society today still recognizes there are special places for special activities and functions.  Places like: court houses, city halls and capital hill.  
3)  Worship involved sacrifice.
Deuteronomy 12:11b “your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, and all the choice possessions you have vowed to the LORD.” 
a) Worship under the old covenant was definitely not about what you could get.  God had his people focus on giving.  There wasn’t anything that would get their focus off themselves more than having to part with the finer things they owned.  There couldn’t have been a better way to get people to realize it’s all God’s anyway.  We are just stewards for a time.  
4)  Worship was in the presence of God.
Deuteronomy 12:7 “There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you and your families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you have put your hand to, because the LORD your God has blessed you.”
a) Worship was in the presence of the Almighty himself.  I’m sure the people had a different attitude thinking God is in our very midst watching us.  I’m sure people today could use the same revelation.  When we worship today the same thing is true as it was back then.  God is among his people.  
b) Worship was to be a family activity.  Those who go to worship with members of their physical family know how special it is to be worshiping God together with their spiritual family.  
c) Worship was to be a celebration of God’s blessings.  As with the people in Israel we can all see God’s blessings in our lives.  Worship was a time to give thanks.  
5)  Worship was to be observed exactly as God described.  
Deuteronomy 12: 13-14 “Be careful not to sacrifice your burnt offerings anywhere you please.
14 Offer them only at the place the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, and there observe everything I command you”
a) There was a specific place God prescribed.  The text even uses the words “Be careful” which would again denote God’s design was specific in origin.

b) They were to observe everything God commanded.  Not just hit the main points, but everything commanded.  They did not have the option to leave out what God said to do.  They also did not have the option of adding things did not want added.  It’s like that old saying; the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  That breaks down this way.  
The truth – God’s revealed will exactly as given.  

The whole truth – do not take away anything from what God said.  

Nothing but the truth – do not add to anything God has said.    

Application
1.  What did God’s design for worship in the Old Testament reveal about his character and nature?

2.  Do we view worship as a verb?  The old law required the people to take action.  Do we sit and observe or do we participate?  

3.  What kind of attitude did God expect from the Jews in worship?  Is that same attitude required under the new covenant?  
4.  What are some similarities between worship under the old covenant and under the new?  What are some differences?  Why do you suppose God authorized a change in worship as a part of the new covenant?  
5.  What does worship mean to you personally?  
(All verses taken from the NIV)
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