SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS
Worship: A Way of Life

II Corinthians 3:18

INTRODUCTION


One night not long ago there was a unique arrangement in the night sky.  The moon was in a crescent phase and there were two planets (I believe they were Venus and Mars) aligned very close to the moon.  The two points of light formed by the planets in their position near the crescent shaped moon made a frown faced look ):  in the sky (I heard that you could be in another location and it would look like a smiley face (.


You may have heard the analogy but it is quite relevant to the discussion of Worship.  The moon and the planets generate no light of their own.  The reason we see them is because they reflect the light of the sun.  Their beauty is only evident as light from the sun bounces off of the planets and finally reaches our eyes.  


We can never truly worship God until we realize where the source of the light is.  When we go through life thinking that we are the source of the light; that is we seek to draw attention and glory to ourselves, we can never be true worshippers.  It is only when we realize that we are darkness in and of ourselves and we must reflect God’s light with our lives and give him the glory that we can truly worship Him.  That is not something that can just happen on a Sunday Morning.  It can only be a lifestyle of reflecting God’s glory.  Worship is truly a way of life.

STUDY

· Recap

· Worship in Israel – Worship in Israel revolved around the temple.  People of Israel believed that their God (Yahweh) was seated between the cherubs on the Ark of the Covenant. When they entered the Temple, they believed they entered the presence of God.  That too became routine and meaningless causing God to testify against Israel proclaiming, “These people…honor me with their lips but their hearts are far from me.” (Isaiah 29:13)

· Jesus Changes Worship – In his talk with the woman at the well (John 4:21-24) Jesus explains that no longer will people associate worship with a place because God’s presence will no longer be associated with just one site.  Jesus says that ‘true worshippers will worship in spirit and in truth’

· Spirit – A realization that God’s Holy Spirit no longer dwells in a building built with human hands but now dwells within each of his followers.  Immanuel = God with us.

· Truth – An understanding that the indwelling of God’s spirit was made possible only by the sacrifice Jesus would make imparting righteousness to us through his shed blood.
· The Model of True Worship – This model cannot be an activity tied to a building or a time during the week.  For Christians, worship is a way of life and takes on numerous characteristics based on the impact that “Spirit and Truth” has on our lives.

· True Worship is:
· Sacrificial (Romans 12:1-2) – Our lives are a living sacrifice.

· Perpetual (Eph. 5:19-20) – Worship comes out in everyday life.

· Emotional (I Cor. 14:23-25) – An emotional response to God’s presence is central to worship

· Thankful (Heb. 12:28) – Thankfulness to God is a daily function of worship.

· Humble (Rev. 4:10-11) – “Spirit and Truth worship compels us to lay our crowns at the feet of the throne and bow before our awesome God

CONCLUSION


Paul compares the old and new covenants in II Corinthians chapter 3, speaking of how Moses’ face was radiant as he descended from Mt. Sinai but that his radiance faded over time.  Under the new covenant that glory doesn’t fade because God’s presence is always with us and his glory doesn’t fade.  In verse 18 Paul describes how our faces reflect God’s glory.  Think about the moon and the planets of our solar system and how they reflect the sun’s light.  In that same way we reflect God’s light.  If we live a life of worship and worship becomes our way of life, we can always reflect God’s glory.  People will see God and Jesus in us and be drawn to praise Him as well.  

Practically, what does it mean to you to live a life of worship?  What does it look like?  What will people notice?  How does that differ from a self-absorbed life?

