WORSHIP, A WAY OF LIFE

Worship Defined 

 Psalm 95:1-7
INTRODUCTION

Suggested Songs – “Come Let Us Sing”, “Come Let Us Worship and Bow Down”


If someone were to ask you to define worship, what would you tell them?


Look a Psalm 95:1-7.  This Psalm of praise written by David was meant to highlight the superiority of the God of Israel over and above other gods.  He encourages worshippers to use singing as the mode of worship to God.  Lets break the passages down into three sections.  Have a group member read each section and while the section is being read, other members listen with careful attention to the images brought to mind.  After each passage is read have the group discuss what images they saw as the words of scripture are read.  What image is David trying to convey as he writes the words?

1. Verses 1-2

2. Verses 3-5

3.   Verses 6-7

Worship is a central theme to both Judaism and then to Christianity.  A study of Greek words translated worship in the New Testament shed some light for us on what worship is and how we can please God through it.

STUDY

A. There Are Four Greek Words Primarily Translated as Worship in the New Testament.

· Sebo – worship of a deity (Matt. 15:9, Acts 18:13, Acts 19:27)  

· Eusebeo – Conducting oneself with reverent regard for God – putting religion into practice.  



(Acts 17:23)

· Proskuneo – worship – to bow down in worship. Literally to kiss towards or to kiss the feet of in worship. Brings to mind the posture of worship. (Luke 4:8,  John 4:21-24, I Cor. 14:25, Rev. 4:10)

· Latreuo – religious service based in worship, divine service. (John 16:2, Acts 7:7, Rom. 12:1, Heb.8:5, Rev. 7:15)

B. Two Words Used Most Frequently Convey What God Sees as Worship.

· Proskuneo – This is the posture of worship.  This is “Sunday” worship

· The imagery of someone who is on his knees, face to the ground and arms outstretched.  

· More than the physical posture is the emotional engagement, humility, totally awestruck emotional posture that drives someone to their knees.

· What is it that drives us to our knees physically and emotionally in our worship?

· Latreuo – This is worship in action.  This is “Monday through Saturday” worship.

· The vision is someone whose relationship with God drives him or her to make sacrifices, help the poor and to teach the lost.

· This kind of worship is more than just a rote fulfilling of religious duties.  It is inspired by God’s love, His sacrifice and His grace.  It moves us to want to please Him in all we do.

· Latreuo worship is a way of life.
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C. Compare and Contrast the Meanings of the Greek Words for Worship

· How are the two words (proskuneo and latreuo) alike conceptually?

· How are they different?

APPLICATION


What is the experience of worship like for you?  Does it sometimes feel dry and rote?  What are the barriers to proskuneo worship?  What are the barriers to latreuo worship?  How can those be overcome?


Read Revelation 19:1-10 – Can you see both kinds of worship in this text?  


How might this study help us to answer the question posed at the beginning of our study?  (How would you define worship?)

