A Case of Two Conversions

Holiday Devotional December 21st 2008

Introduction

This week we wanted a light hearted message that was fun, but still thought provoking.  We hope you find this devotional fits that bill.    

This time of year we are reminded of that wonderful story Charles Dickens wrote back in 1843 entitled A Christmas Carol.  Many people make the occasion to watch one of the versions of this movie a part of their own Christmas traditions.  This movie has a number of good lessons to teach us.  The story is some ways parallels another story out of the Bible.  The story of the Apostle Paul’s conversion.  This is found in Acts chapter 9.  For our holiday devotional we’ll look at the two conversions and see what they have to teach us.  
In a Christmas Carol the main character Ebenezer Scrooge is a miserly man who values money above all else.  Seven years to the day after the death of his business partner Jacob Marley he is visited by three spirits: the ghost of Christmas past, the ghost of Christmas present and the ghost of Christmas yet to come.  These spirits show him things that open his eyes to the truth that he otherwise wouldn’t be able to see.  In a similar way Saul has an experience where he meets Christ on the road to Damascus.  He is blinded for three days which gives him time to “see”  things he couldn’t otherwise see.  Both lives are changed forever.  
Study

1. Both characters had their own ideas of what’s important in life.  For Scrooge it was money.  He cared more about that than he did about people, giving, love or even the joy of the Christmas season.  
Question for discussion: Ask for examples from the group of things Scrooge said or did that showed what kind of person he was.  

For Saul it was persecuting Christians.  He felt as if they were the heretics and needed to be done away with.  He felt it was his duty to try and eradicate them.  
Application Questions 
What do we find most important in life?  Do we have our priorities in line?  Does our own agenda’s match Christ’s?  Do we use our time, talent and resources to further God’s kingdom?  

2. Both characters needed something extraordinary to get them to change.  In a Christmas Carol we have recorded those famous words Scrooge uttered in response to his nephew’s invitation to Christmas dinner – Bah Humbug!  Scrooge’s heart was so hard it was going to take something big to get him to change his ways.  
Question for discussion: Ask the group for answers to these questions.  Do you suppose that Scrooge was this way his whole life or did something happen that helped to mold him into the kind of person he was?  Does the story give us any clues as to what he may have been like as a younger man?  

In the same way Saul was a hardened and determined man.  The scriptures tells us he breathed our murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples.  He went so far as to go to Damascus to try and find any followers there so he could take them back to Jerusalem.  If something simple could have got him to change his ways the Lord probably wouldn’t of had to speak to him personally.    
Application Questions 
What would it take to get some of us to change our ways?  Does God have clay to mold or does he have to chip away at us because we are hard as marble?  Are we willing to let God “have his way with us” and make us into the likeness of his son?  

3. Both characters used their experiences to change and become something more than they were before the experience occurred.  After Scrooge meets with the three spirits he gets a second chance at life.  He decides to take advantage and gains a reputation as a kind and generous man who embodies the spirit of Christmas in his life.  

Saul becomes Paul and writes a majority of the New Testament.  He establishes churches and is one of God’s greatest heroes of faith.  Despite being imprisoned, shipwrecked, beaten and the like he serves God until his life is ended.  
Application Questions 
Has anyone had some type of “Scrooge” experience that opened your eyes?  As the years go by are we using our experiences to become more than we are today?  Do we find ourselves with the same new years resolutions year after year?  
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