SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

Lesson 4 – We Are the Servants

INTRODUCTION

     Some time ago I read a book titled “Restavec – From Haitian Slave Child to Middle Class American” by Jean-Robert Cadet.  It is a moving story about a young boy born to a very poor Haitian family.  Because his mother and father could not care for him they turned him over to a wealthier family who agreed to take him as a “restavec.” The literal meaning of the word would give the arrangement the appearance of a foster parent situation.  In Haiti however, restavecs are treated as slaves.  They are abused, forced into labor, live in horrible conditions and are allotted meager portions of food.  They are not allowed to play with the wealthy kids and are not allowed the privilege of schooling.  It is heart breaking to read the story of this man’s childhood and the awful conditions he had to endure in his formative years.  

     In Haiti a restavec cannot question the will of his or her masters.  They obey out of fear of punishment, abandonment or even death.  For even minor offenses a restavec would be punished by a severe beating or being forbidden to eat for days.  They obey because to be caught in disobedience and face the anger of a cruel, heartless master would be unthinkable.  

     Though not formally acknowledged, there are still “restavecs” in Haiti.  They still live in the dark condition of human slavery while their culture turns a blind eye.   

STUDY

· Israelites as slaves (read Exodus 1:6-14)

· What would have been like to be an Israelite in the time of Egyptian oppression?

· What would a typical day have been like for them?

· What was their attitude toward the Egyptian slave masters?

· What were they thinking about God?

· Laws for Hebrew servants (read Deuteronomy 15:12-18)

· How would this law have affected the relationship between servant and master?

· How would it have differed from their relationships with their Egyptian masters?

· Why do you think God designed it that way? (leaders: don’t spend too much time here on the “pierced ear” thing as we will come back to that at the end)

· Why does God mention what he did for them in freeing them from Egypt?

· What parallel do you see between this and our relationship to God?

· The Christian as a Servant (read Luke 15:11-32 –or- if time is short summarize the story ad just read vs. 21-24)

· What causes the son’s attitude to change so that he wants to return to his father?

· What is it that makes him feel he cannot return as a son?

· What is surprising about the father’s reaction?

· The Christian as a Servant (Luke 15:11-32) – continued –

· How is the prodigal son’s approach to his father similar to how we approach our heavenly Father?

· Is it true that we can only be passionate about our freedom in Christ and our gifts of forgiveness and adoption as sons and daughters and the promise of heaven when we realize our poverty, our brokenness and our unworthiness before a perfect and holy God? 

· Is it also true that once we realize God’s amazing love manifested in his sacrifice, grace and forgiveness our obedience comes not from a fear of hell but from a passionate desire to want to please this incredible Master?

· Examples of “Good and Faithful Servants” (read II Timothy 2:20-21 – discuss the phrase “useful to the Master”)

· Mary – Luke 1:38 – “I am the Lord’s servant”

· The ‘greatest’ servant – Matthew 20:26, 23:11

· Jesus – Philippians 2:5-11 – “…but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant…”

CONCLUSION


In Deuteronomy 15 we observed a God ordained ceremony where a servant could offer him or herself to serve his or her master for life.  If they wish to be a servant for life they are to be taken to the doorpost of the home and have their ear pierced with an awl (tool for making holes in leather) as a statement saying “I give myself to this master of my own free will.”


Can we see the longing of our heavenly father here for us to be this kind of servant?  He wants us to recognize his love and good will toward us and for us to desire Him as He desires us.  


There are no ‘restavecs’ in God’s kingdom.  All servants have the opportunity to leave if they wish.  God wants his servants to want to please Him out of a love for Him.  To those who love Him and please Him He promises a home in heaven one day where they will be welcomed not as slaves but as sons and daughters of the King!

