Seeing God - Seeing Ourselves


We Are the Objects of God’s Love
Text

1 John 4:9 - 12 

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” (NIV)
Introduction

Can you recall someone you knew growing up who was spoiled?  This kid had the latest toys and the latest fashions.  All the kids wanted to go to his/ her house to play.  I can remember a few kids like that.  If you’re like most middle class folks you didn’t have the luxury of such an upbringing.  What was your opinion of their parents?  Did you ever think they were really loved or did you think the parents lavished gifts on the kids just because they could?  We’re not saying that we (Christians) are like spoiled kids.  What we are saying is that God has lavished an abundant supply of blessing on us all.  Last week we looked at God as love.  This week we take a look at ourselves as the benefactors of God’s love.  
James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows”. (NIV)
Study

1.) Why did God create mankind?  Have you ever stopped to ask yourself this question?  The Bible doesn’t give us a direct answer to this.  Take this a step further and ask yourself why does God love us?  (Ask the group for ideas) Last week we looked at God using the words of 1 John 4 where it describes God as love.  We said that it was in God’s very nature to be loving.  We can use the same line of reasoning to answer our question.  Why does God love us?  Because it’s in his nature to love.  To say it another way it’s what he does, and what he’s all about.  God feels love for us (his children) the way we feel love for our children.  
It started that way from the very beginning.  Consider the first man created - Adam.  God created this Earth and a beautiful garden for his man to live in.  He made man the highest form of creation on Earth.  We were given dominion over all the animals on Earth.  

Genesis 1:26 “Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." (NIV)
But that wasn’t all God did for him.  God saw a need his man had that the animals couldn’t fulfill.  
Genesis 2:18 “The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." (NIV)  
God makes woman for man as his helper and companion.  Two people in a beautiful environment free from pain and danger.  It wasn’t until man chooses to disobey God that he changed this arrangement.  Have you ever wondered what may have happened if man did not disobey God?  Would we all still be living in Eden today?  (Ask the group for their thoughts)

Ephesians 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” (NIV)
2.) God loves us, but not because of what we’ve done.  As a matter of fact we can say with certainty that God loves us not at our best, but at our worst.  
Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (NIV) 
Christ paid the price for our sin, not his.  Why did he do this?  Because he loves us.  It’s easy to love those who love you back.  It’s hard to love the unlovable.  That’s what Christ did.  He gave mankind his love and what did he get in return?  Love from some and hate from others.  If you could speak to Christ face to face what do you think he would say about you personally and about mankind in general?  What did his sacrifice say about his feelings for mankind?  
3.) God showed us love in the past.  God loves us now and he will continue love us in the future.  The love we have been shown started before we were ever born.  Christ died for my sins and yours 2000 years ago.  He also left another part of himself for us - His blessed Holy Spirit.  He told us this helper would be with us forever.  
John 14:15 - 18  "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

Besides all this God has promised us a Heavenly home with him.  We are no doubt the benefactors of God’s amazing love.  

Summary
When we look at ourselves we see that we are truly the recipients of God love.  Man has done nothing to deserve this love.  God gave it freely out of his loving nature.  He gave us free choice and when we rejected him he still loved us.  He made a way possible for us to come back to him.  God has blessed mankind from the very beginning in the garden.  He continues to bless us as we live here on Earth.  He has also promised us a home in Heaven so we can be with him forever.  
Close in prayer.  
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