SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

We Are the Guilty

INTRODUCTION


Many of us remember where we were when we heard the verdict in the O.J. Simpson trial.  I was driving along a road in the Pittsburgh, Pa. area.  I could not believe my ears when I heard the plea read – “Not guilty”.  I could not believe it.  The evidence to me could not have been clearer.  The defense attorneys had done their best to confuse the issue but the facts were the facts.  To this day, I feel that OJ got away with murder.  To this day I believe he should have gone directly to prison from that court room and spent the rest of his life in jail – or worse!  Discuss the following:

· Where were you when you heard the verdict?

· What was your opinion at that time?

· Has your opinion changed over the years? 

· For those who agree with me, how do you feel about the injustice of the guilty going free?

STUDY

· Read Romans 3:9-20. “No one is righteous”

· What is Paul stating about the Jews and the Gentiles?

· What does Paul mean by the statement, “that every mouth may be silenced?” (v.19)

· What would it be like if the book of Romans and Christian theology ended with verse 20?

· Read Romans 3:21-26. “We are justified by God’s grace.” (v.23)

· What does it mean to be justified?

· According to verses 22-24, what are the elements of justification? Discuss the role in justification of each term below.

· Faith (v.22)

· Redemption (v.24)

· Christ’s Sacrifice (vs. 24-25)

· Grace (v.23)

· Sin (v. 23 and others)

· Freely (v.23)

· Justice (v.26)

· What difference does justification make?

· In our relationship with God?

· In our ability to approach him?

· In how we feel about ourselves?

· In our hopes for the future?

· In our contemplation of our own mortality?

· In the verdict given at our final judgement?  (guilty but forgiven!)

CONCLUSION – How does our final verdict differ from OJ’s?  How does this justification by God’s grace affect how you live?  








