SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

Lesson 8 – We Are His Subjects
INTRODUCTION


Last week we discussed God is King. We looked at how Israel wanted an Earthly King as the other nations had, therefore rejecting God as their King. It would do no good to have a King and have no one for the King to rule. When Israel asked for a King, they were willing to be subject to that King. Likewise if God is King, He needs to have people willing to be subjects of His. This week we will look at what it means to be a subject.

Ice Breaker

Take a few minutes and go around the group and reflect on how you would feel if you were invited to meet the ruler of a country and have dinner with them? (Pause and let the people respond) How would you feel if you were not invited and had to go before the ruler and talk to them? (Pause and let the people respond)

 
STUDY

· One of the most inspiring stories in the Bible is that of Esther. 
· A search was conducted by the King. Esther was chosen to be Queen.

· Esther’s people, the Jews, had an edict posted against them due to the fact Mordecai would not bow down to show honor to the “right hand man” of the King. 

·  Esther had to see the King, but there were rules about this even though she was the Queen. Read Esther 4:9 – 5:3. This is a small portrait of the rules surrounding seeing a King. 
· This by no means is the whole story of Esther, read the entire story at your own leisure, but what you need to see for this lesson is the way entering the presence of a King was handled.
· Take a few minutes and discuss ways people (Biblical or people we know) entered into the presence of God, our King.

· Discuss ways in which you entered the presence of God, our King.

CONCLUSION


What a great privilege it is to have a King that not only is glad to see us when we enter His presence, He desires we enter His presence. There are certainly things He expects us to do, but we are welcome to enter no matter what our lives are have become, if we are rich or poor, if we are groomed and smelling good or dirty and clothed in a sackcloth. Our King looks at our hearts and sees His creation that He desires to have in His presence.
