SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

Lesson 6 – We are His Sheep
INTRODUCTION

    In this lesson last week, the concept of God the “Great Shepherd” was explored relative to the characteristics of one who provides for us and leads us in His perfect path. This week’s lesson will illuminate the perspective of the sheep, who are called to follow their leader and give their trust for their very lives that are in their shepherd’s hands.

We are led by (as we learned last week) a God who shows us one path or gate to His plan through Christ. The Christian flock here at Northeast are led by elders (or shepherds) that strive to lead the us with a spirit of service and Biblically-guided principles that unify and “protect” the body of believers at Northeast from the predatory influences of the world around us. We gather and exhibit strength in numbers as we do God’s work here in Cincinnati.
Our responsibilities as the followers of Christ in His Church move us to a higher calling in which we open our heart to His path for us. If we wander away, we fail to embrace the protection available in the “herd” or body and open ourselves up to spiritual thieves and robbers. However, we can always allow ourselves the rescue that is available as God puts us on His shoulders and leads back where we belong. The Gospel of Luke in chapter 15 comforts us by highlighting the joy that God feels when he rescues his lost sheep.
Ice Breaker:
History is littered with examples of misguided sheep following a cause and a leader that ultimately delivers destruction (i.e. Nazi Germany, Branch Dividians (David Koresh), Heaven’s Gate Cult, Jim Jones, etc.). How do we convince others that we follow the one true path? How do we “sell” the idea of being one of the flock, humbly following a life of service to others? What influences can lead us astray?
 
STUDY

· Consider the following characteristics of sheep and correlate with us as the flock as we follow the lead of our shepherd.
· Sheep individually are weak and vulnerable but in a group gather protection in numbers from predators, thieves, and robbers under the guidance of the shepherd.

· Sheep have the responsibility to FOLLOW but in turn are rewarded with a life of protection in which our needs are met.

· Please read Luke 15: 1-32 (Lost Sheep, Coin, Son)
· What is the common theme of these three parables?

· How do these stories attempt to respond to the Pharisees’ challenge in verse 2?

· How does this passage give us comfort, given we are sinners and subject to losing our way from time to time?

· The sheep knows the voice of and trusts the shepherd and is willing to follow.
· We know God by study and through earthly examples of spiritual leadership. We then lean to recognize “His Voice” as it penetrates our heart.

· Jesus is our “Chief Shepherd” but we also must consider the role of our elders as shepherds of the flock. 
· 1 Peter 5: 1-4 describes characteristics of elders who serve as overseers, willing to be as God wants them to be, serving as examples for us to follow.

· Elders have their responsibilities (not greedy, eager to serve, willing to serve) but we have our responsibility, following and respecting their servant leadership (see also 1 Thes. 5:11-13).
· The scriptures call for a respect for our elders, holding them in high regard.

· Peace and unity are foundational pillars upon which the church thrives with each member working to their potential to serve.
CONCLUSION


God’s plan uses leadership (by Christ’s example, set forth in scripture) that helps to light the spiritual fire in all of us. The Church at Northeast is blessed with elders, ministers, and deacons who lead and provide a servant’s example for the membership to kindle and, if need be, rekindle our spiritual fire. We have focused on our role as willing participants in His calling. We actively trust that the Chief Shepherd will provide for us, His sheep, as we follow the examples set before us.
