Seeing God - Seeing Ourselves


We Are God’s Creation

Text
Genesis 1:26-28  “Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  
28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." (NIV)
Introduction

Last time in small groups we looked at God as our creator.  This week we want to turn the focus on us as God’s creation.  
One of the great debates of the modern age relates to the idea of global warming.  While this is not our subject for tonight it does raise a good question related to our subject.  Has mankind so impacted the Earth that we are responsible for the increasing temperatures of the near Earth air and oceans?  What do you think? (ask the group for brief thoughts as a attention getter)  As God’s creation let’s consider our place in His universe.  
Study

1.) As God’s creation we have a special place given to us by our Creator.
a) In Genesis 1 We are told man was to rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air.  In the beginning God gave the charge to fill the Earth and subdue it.  So in a manner of speaking God has made it “all about us”.  We are the heights of His creation.  The crowning achievement of God.  We are made in His image.  We read of nothing else on Earth that was created in the image of God.  Man is special to God unlike anything else.  
b) Man was made different than everything else in creation.  Man was created with an eternal soul.  
Questions for discussion. 

Is there any evidence that animals have an eternal soul? Does anything else on Earth?  Will anything else besides our souls exist in the spiritual world?  What does this suggest to us about how we should live while in the material world?   
c) In a demonstration of love to mankind God sent his one and only son to redeem mankind from sin.  God believes we are worth saving.  We read of no place in scripture that speaks of God needing to save anything else in creation from sin.  God has given mankind freedom of choice.  This is also a great gift from God.  But with this gift comes responsibility.  We are accountable to God for our choices.  The fact that we will sin was something God took into account when he created us.  
2.) As the highest point of God’s creation we have been given responsibilities.  
a) We are to live as stewards on God’s Earth.  What exactly is a steward?  Merriam Webster’s first definition reads like this.  

one employed in a large household or estate to manage domestic concerns (as the supervision of servants, collection of rents, and keeping of accounts)
We might use other words to describe the same concept.  Manager, director, agent, custodian, guardian.  

b) The concept of stewardship was something that has existed from the very beginning.  Genesis 2:15 “The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” (NIV)
Questions for discussion. 

Do we think of ourselves as God’s stewards?  What does this concept mean to us in a practical sense?  How do we demonstrate good stewardship?  
c) In any society if you have freedom without responsibility you will have chaos.  Consider a brief look at the parable of the talents for a reminder of how God views our talents and gifts.  It can be summed up by saying - use it or loose it.  
3.) God’s design for humanity had as a central component - reproduction.  
a) In a manner of speaking God continues to create through us.  Our children need to be taught the truth as to safeguard the future of the church.  It’s not a tradition to be handed down but truth to be taught.  

b) Christians are commanded to go and bear fruit.  We know there are fruits of the spirit.  In a different vein we also know that the fruit of an apple tree is an apple.  The fruit of an orange tree is an orange.  What then is the fruit of a Christian if not another Christian?  John 15:8  “This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” (NIV)  It’s been said that we have been won (to Christ) to win.  That’s what the great commission is all about.  
Questions for discussion. 

What happens if we don’t pass on the truth to future generations?  If we aren’t able to build the church what will eventually be the result?  

c) Jesus said He must be about His Father’s business.  As God’s creation we also must be about our Father’s business.  What has God called us to do?

Summary

In this lesson we focused on our being the glory of God’s creation.  God esteems man so highly that he gave us all that we have in order to bring him glory.  He sent his one and only son to pay the price for our sins.  With gifts comes responsibility.  We must consider how we can use our gifts to bring our creator glory and honor.  Reproduction is not just a physical thing.  As Christians we must also be mindful of the great commission.  We are to be a fruit being people.  
Close in prayer.  
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