SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

“We are His Children”
Ice Breaker:

Last week we discussed the role of God as our Father. With the today’s lesson, we look at our role as God’s children. 


Question: Are we (mankind) all God’s children, or are only Christians God’s children?
Possible Answers / Discussion: 


The Bible is clear that all people are God’s creation (Colossians 1:16), and that 
God loves the entire world (John 3:16), but only those who are reborn are 
children of God (John 1:12; 11:52; Romans 8:16; 1 John 3:1-10).
Lesson:

· Key Scripture: Read Romans 8:1-17
Life Through the Spirit 

Ro 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation g  for those who are in Christ Jesus, 29 h   

Ro 8:2 because through Christ Jesus i  the law of the Spirit of life j  set me free k  from the law of sin l  and death.  

Ro 8:3 For what the law was powerless m  to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, 30 n  God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man o  to be a sin offering. 31 p  And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 32  

Ro 8:4 in order that the righteous requirements q  of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. r  

Ro 8:5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; s  but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. t   

Ro 8:6 The mind of sinful man 33 is death, u  but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life v  and peace;  

Ro 8:7 the sinful mind 34 is hostile to God. w  It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.  

Ro 8:8 Those controlled by the sinful nature x  cannot please God. 

Ro 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature y  but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. z  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, a  he does not belong to Christ.  

Ro 8:10 But if Christ is in you, b  your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.  

Ro 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead c  is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies d  through his Spirit, who lives in you. 

Ro 8:12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. e   

Ro 8:13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; f  but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, g  you will live, h   

Ro 8:14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God i  are sons of God. j   

Ro 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit k  that makes you a slave again to fear, l  but you received the Spirit of sonship. 35 And by him we cry, “Abba, 36Father.” m   

Ro 8:16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit n  that we are God’s children. o   

Ro 8:17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs p  —heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings q  in order that we may also share in his glory. r  

1. Who are God's children? 
a. We are God’s Children (Romans 8:16) 

i. with our death to self and adopting God’s plan for our lives

ii. We are heirs to His Kingdom, sharing both in glory and suffering for God

b. Spiritual birth makes someone a child of God
i. Death to self, burial of our sinful ways in baptism and resurrection of ourselves into a NEW FAMILY of God where we are adopted and receive an inheritance of His Kingdom (salvation)

ii. John 1:12-13
"To all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God."
2. God Offers us the opportunity to be His Children

a. God’s love for us allows us to be called His Children

i. I John 3:1
"How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him."
b. Christians are adopted into God's family.
i. Romans 8:16 
"The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children." 
ii. Galatians 4:4-5  
"But when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons."
3. Take a lesson from the children. 
a. Our commitment to honor God is like that of a young child honoring his/her parents

i. As children we receive our children’s total devotion (until the teen years arrive!) We should show our God the same devotion and reverence.

ii. Small children have faith and trust in their parents.

iii. Small children typically don’t let pride get in the way of the hope, trust, faith in those that love them.
b. Luke 18:16-17  "Then Jesus called the children over to Him and said to the disciples, 'Let the little children come to me! Never send them away! For the Kingdom of God belongs to men who have hearts as trusting as these little children's. And anyone who doesn't have their kind of faith will never get within the Kingdom's gates.”
Questions for Discussion

1. What lessons can we learn from our children in our relationship with our God?

2. When you think of yourself as God’s child, does it make you pause and think about how it hurts God when we fall short and sin against Him?

3. What changes can we make in our lives to be more like children in our relationship with God?
