SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

Lesson 5 – God is the Shepherd
INTRODUCTION

    The keeping of the sheep was widespread in the ancient world from earliest recorded Biblical history; shepherding was practiced from Mesopotamia to the Roman world and it was a fixture in the local economies of the time. While we may not be as familiar with the imagery as those in Biblical times, the many references to shepherd and sheep would have been well understood at the time.


 Sheep provided meat, wool, milk, and cheese. Shepherds led their sheep to pasture and water, protected them from wild animals, kept a careful count of them, and gave special attention to those needing help. At night the shepherds often stayed with the sheep, sometimes settling them in simple enclosures or even caves. A shepherd’s life was arduous and required long hours.

Shepherding was often idealized, becoming a standard metaphor for “ruler” in the ancient world. The Old Testament God is referred to as the shepherd of both Israel (Ps 80:1) and of the faithful believer (Ps 23). At the same time, God expected the kings of Israel to function as shepherds of his people (2Sa 5:2). In the New Testament, Jesus in fulfillment of the prophecy in Ezekiel 34: 11-16 proclaims himself to be the good Shepherd (John 10: 1-18).

In this Small Group lesson, we will look at the concept of God as our “Shepherd” following with next week’s lesson focusing on our role as the “Sheep”
STUDY

· God is the ideal “Shepherd” for us, his lost and weak “Sheep” (read Ezekiel  34: 11-16) Consider and discuss the following characteristics of SHEPHERDS:
· God cares about all of his children like Shepherds care for all, even the least of the sheep

· God, like a shepherd leads from the front forging a path while the sheep follow with full faith and trust in the shepherd.  If a sheep strikes out on its own, it is lost.

· God reaches out for the lost or “scattered” among us, attempting to bring us together into His Kingdom just as a shepherd will rescue the lost sheep, often risking his life. (Eze 34: 12)

· God provides for our needs (Ps 23) in every way if we trust and follow Him
· God recognizes strength in unity and in one unifying message just like a good shepherd
· Individually sheep are weak and vulnerable but in a group, a natural defense prevents outside predators or thieves from taking those that would be easy prey
· Question: How does Christ’s Church at Northeast provide protection and solace for those that may be vulnerable if left without a “group” to protect and nurture spiritually?

· God like a shepherd leads with the sound of his unique voice, the Word of God, that we recognize and TRUST.
· Sheep have poor vision but a great sense of hearing. They learn and respond to their shepherd’s voice.

· When many separate flocks of sheep are intermingled at the river drinking the shepherds can easily separate the flocks by calling out; the sheep instantly separate and follow the voice of their shepherd.

· A good shepherd, like God, is willing to lay down his life for his flock for their protection and rescue.

Questions for discussion:

· What other qualities does God demonstrate as our good shepherd?
· Is it comforting to know that someone is always looking after our needs if we follow faithfully?
· What can happen if we don’t follow the lead and accept God’s shepherding of our lives? 

· The Shepherd’s gate: ONE ENTRANCE (Read John 10: 1-18)

· As John 10 describes, a comparison is made between one way to salvation and one gate to the sheep’s pen. 
· Typically for the sheep they have only one entrance to their pen. This allows the shepherd to easily lead the sheep into a safe area so they can be protected from the dark of night that might bring wolves, thieves and prevents them from becoming lost.
· God provides one path to salvation “one gate” for us to enter. He leads us in a way that if we follow Him, we will have everything we need and we will be secure in life and in eternity. Through Him our needs will be met.

· We must not follow other “gates” that lead to danger (turn away from God). We need the security of the flock and the leader that is willing to lay down His life for us, his sheep.
CONCLUSION


The role of God as shepherd is best described by this Psalm of David:

Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 3 he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff- they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
