SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

Lesson 3 – God is Judge

INTRODUCTION

The following story was in the AP news release on April 15th, as reported on Fox News.com:


Do you think the judge made the right decision?  Why or why not?  Are there other ways the judge could have brought this man to justice?  Did the man deserve more mercy?

There is an interesting tension between justice and mercy.  Justice can seem too harsh.  Mercy can seem weak and enabling.  As humans we tend to lean one way or another.  In borderline cases where there might be a lot of gray area conflict often arises in us as to which way to go.  God is the only being with the perfect balance of justice and mercy.  He perfectly discerns between right and wrong and He alone will make the call as to who goes to heaven and who goes to hell.  

STUDY

· Read Matthew 25:31-46 – The Sheep and the Goats

· This scene is a metaphor for the judgement scene.  

· What seems to be the criteria or standard for judgement?  What determines who is saved and who is not?

· What issues are notably left out?  (what you believe, immoral behavior, doctrinal error, etc...)  Why was that left out?  

· One ‘for sure’ issue is how your relationship with God through Jesus has changed you from selfishness to unselfishness.
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STUDY (continued)

· Read II Corinthians 5:6-10 – “We Make it Our Goal to Please Him”

· What appears to be the criteria or standard for judgement here?

· What is meant by “things done in the body, whether good or bad”?

· What is the judgement seat of Christ?  Is it significant that Paul sees our judge as the same being who already took the punishment for our sins?  Why?

· Read Romans 14:1-4 – “Without Passing Judgement”

· What seems to be the issue the author is addressing here? (leaders may want to do some commentary work here)

· How might someone violate this passage by “passing judgement on disputable matters?” (v.1)

· What is meant by, “who are you to judge another man’s servant?” (v.4)

· What does Paul mean by “And he will stand for the Lord is able to make him stand?” (v.4)

· It seems that God is telling us that judging is really none of our business.  Agree or disagree?

CONCLUSION


It seems clear that God’s intention is to save people.  The One who is our judge is also our biggest fan.  He did not give his son lightly.  That is to say he did not sacrifice his son so that he could send us to hell on technicalities.  If we are doing our best to please him and obey his commands showing him our love, the judgement has already been made.  “Come, you who are blessed by my father…”

Judge Denies Man's Plea to Be Jailed for Gas Theft


HOLLIDAYBURG, Pa. —  A central Pennsylvania man begged a judge to send him to jail, only to have the judge tell him to borrow money to repay a convenience store $214 for gasoline the man allegedly stole in six separate trips.


Jerome Banks, of Tyrone, 42, wanted Blair County Judge Hiram Carpenter to jail him Tuesday. Banks says he's due to receive disability payments in about a year, but for now claims he's broke and can't repay the Sheetz store in Tyrone for gas he stole last June and July.


Carpenter refused to accept Banks guilty plea and send him to jail. The judge told Banks he'd still owe the money after he got out of jail, so he might as well pay it off sooner — at which time Carpenter says he'll dismiss the charges.


The judge gave Banks until May 4 to pay.








