SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

“God is the Father”
Ice Breaker:


While this lesson perhaps was poorly timed due to the fact it is scheduled for presentation on Mother’s Day 2009, we can learn much from considering the characteristic or attribution of God as our “Father”


Question for thought and discussion: What thought comes to mind when you think of God the Father? What characteristics of our Heavenly Father can we use to understand God’s relationship with us, his earthly children?
Introduction

This week will look at “God the Father” while next week we will analyze the topic “We are His Children”, continuing the dual study of Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

In many religions, the supreme deity (God) is given the title and attributions of Father. In the Israelite religion and modern Judaism, God is called Father because he is the creator, law-giver, and protector. In Christianity, God is called Father for the same reasons, but especially because of the mystery of the Father-Son relationship revealed by Jesus Christ. In general, the name of Father applied to deity signifies that he is the origin of what is subject to him, a supreme and powerful authority, a patriarch, and protector.
Lesson:

· The Gender of God

· Throughout the Bible, masculine characteristics are ascribed to God. In virtually all monotheistic religions God is referred to with a masculine pronoun (He), often capitalized. 
· In reality God is spiritual which is perhaps best described as gender-neutral. God in His plan can be thought of as our Heavenly Father which gives us an insight into one of the many characteristics of God.
· The Father God relationship established in Judiasm
· God in a sense “Fathered” the world, creating the world and becoming a Father to all mankind
· God maintained a covenant relationship with His people that is much like a “father – son” relationship. He established and chose a people to deliver out of slavery, referring to Israel as “my son”.
· God’s law in the Old Testament centered around family relationships and descendents according to chosen tribes and Patriarchs that served as leaders (Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, David etc.) God’s pan incorporated Father-figures and underscored God’s overall role of protector and deliverer. We encounter many hi’s and low’s typical in a “family” with punishments and consequences highlighted for us to learn from.
· How would you describe God the Father in the Old Testament? Was he personal or more Patriarchal?

· The concept of God the Father is personalized in the New Testament
· God the Father while being the creator and sustainer of life as established in the Old Testament, becomes a more personal Father in the New Testament through the development of Christianity.

· Read John 14:1-4 (Reinforces God’s role as our Father) 
· In what ways does this passage comfort us? How does this relate to our earthly father’s role? Do we keep this in the front of our thoughts as we work with our children?
· How do we teach the role of “God the Father” to children that have a dysfunctional father figure of perhaps no father to be a living example of God’s love
· Ephesians 3: 14-21 (Read please and discuss the following)

· What characteristics of God as FATHER are highlighted in this wonderful passage? (May discuss His power, riches, love, wisdom, power, sacrifice)
· Of Course, God the Father is best understood with the relationship of His Son, Christ

· We see God the Father and God the Son as two parts to the trinity of God (the other being the Spirit of God). 

· In Christ, God maintains an eternal Fatherly relationship that is the model of sacrifice and demonstrates the love that we must show to those around us, especially our families and friends as well as our Church family.

HAPPY MOTHER’s DAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! We appreciate all of you very much!
