Seeing God - Seeing Ourselves


God Is the Creator
Text

Isaiah 40:28 “Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.” (NIV)
Introduction

Have you ever heard a musician or author tell a story like this one?  A well known recording artist has a contract with a recording company to make 3 albums.  The first album is made and sells well.  Over time he makes the second album but the record company isn’t satisfied with the way the album comes out so they decide not to release it.  The artist makes certain changes but the record company won’t budge on their decision.  They will not release it.  The artist is convinced this is a good album and wants to release it on his own but the record company refuses to allow it.  The artist is frustrated over this but his hands are tied because the record company “owns” the album.  The artist has no recourse, legal or otherwise, to do anything about the matter.  Over time he makes another album which is released and again sells well.  Fans everywhere express similar sentiments to the artist as he tours.  Why did you wait so long to record another album?  His response goes like this.  “I didn’t.  I took 18 months and created what I think is the best album of my career.  Unfortunately my record company doesn’t share this opinion.  Unless they change their mind it will go down in history as the best album you’ve never heard.”  
Unless you have some personal involvement in the entertainment industry stories like this one sound strange don’t they?  Over the years I’ve heard similar stories from well known authors who’ve written books that never got published.  Due to the way their publishing contracts were written they did not have control over their own “creation”.  

This week we want to focus on God as the creator of the universe.  
Study

1.) God is our maker.  
a) The very first verse in the Bible says “In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth.”  The very first thing we learn about God is that he is the creator.  Some people see God as the frustrated recording artist who has no control over his own creation.  
Questions for discussion.

Does God have the right to control his creation?  
Does the clay have the right to dictate to the potter what type of sculpture he wants to be made into?  

God gives us free will and choice.  What does this say about our God?
b) We can say God has created us in the physical sense.  Genesis 1:27 tells how it was in the beginning.  “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  While God has allowed man to control reproduction it is still God who makes this miracle happen.  

c) We can also say God owns us because Christ bought us.  1 Corinthians 6:20 says “You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”  If we have been immersed into Christ then we have been purchased by His blood.  Sealed by the Holy Spirit as God’s people.  
2.) Since God is the creator he knows and understands his creation better than we do.  
a) This means He knows what’s best for us.  Following God’s commands help us live here on Earth.  Look at the sanitary laws and dietary laws of the old testament.  You can read through Leviticus and see a whole host of laws God gave the Jews.  These were for the Israelites benefit.  He was watching out for them.  Telling them not to eat pork wasn’t to protect the pig population, but to keep them safe.  Are God commands that different today? 

Questions for discussion.

What are some commands God gives that directly benefit us?  Consider areas like personal health, government and human relations.  

One example Matthew 7:12 - The Golden Rule

b) If God knows what’s best for us then we should be willing to submit to his ways.  Self help books sell millions every year.  While many have good ideas in them do we ever put these ideas – man’s ideas - above what God has told us?  Who has the last word in our lives?  John 17:17 says that God’s word is truth.  The question is do we value the truth?  
3.) Seeing God as the creator gives us a different perspective on things he created.
a) Look at some examples of God’s design.  Marriage between a man and a woman.  The family with mothers and fathers having different roles.  The church as an autonomous body with local elders who govern.  How much arrogance does it take to think we can come up with better designs than God?  Jeremiah 10:23 “I know, O LORD, that a man's life is not his own; it is not for man to direct his steps.”  Do we respect God’s creations the way He has asked us to?  

b) Man thinks he knows better than God.  That’s what humanism is all about.  One simple example is all the different denominations that exist.  Such differences among them but they all claim to be following Christ.  Is God the author of confusion?  

c) Is it appropriate to be critical of something God created?  What does our attitudes say about the state of our hearts?  
Summary
God is the creator.  As the creator He knows what is best for us.  He has given us wisdom and guidance.  If we are willing to follow it there are great blessings in store for us.  He has told us how to live here on Earth.  He has also told us how to get to Heaven.  This same God, our creator, is also the re creator.  He wants us all to be recreated in the image of his son.  Let us all revere God as our creator.  Let us submit ourselves to Him.  

Close in prayer.  
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