Seeing God - Seeing Ourselves


God Is Love
Text

1 John 4:7 - 8 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love”. (NIV)
Introduction

How would you define love?  (Ask the group for some ideas as a way of introducing the subject)

After some internet research I’m forced to believe its one of those words that has been so misused that I’m not sure we (as a society) really know what it is.  We can often point to things related to love, but not what love is.  It’s a somewhat abstract concept for many.  We hear people say things like “Oh I love that song” or “I love that movie”.  While we certainly know what they mean one has to ask is it a good use of the term?  By using it so frequently to describe our like for something we have watered down the impact of the word.  We’ve done the exact same thing for the word hate.  We say things like “I hate broccoli!”  What we really mean is I do not like broccoli.  These are not mere semantic differences.  This is important if we are to have the right understanding of our Father.  1 John describes God as love.  What does this mean?  
Study

1.) What does it mean to say that God is love?  We first have to take a look at the concept of love if we are to answer that question.  Read 1 Corinthians 13:4 - 7.  “4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  This is God’s definition of what love is.  How different is this than what mankind (in general) says about love.  If a person had no knowledge of the Bible or of God but just got their information from other people and the media what would they believe love really was?  (Ask the group for thoughts about this)  What kinds of things do modern movies, romance novels and the advice gurus say about love?  How does this contrast to what God has to say about love?  God’s answer to what love is 
2.) If we understand what love is we can understand what God is.  In other words this is what God is like.  Think of some examples of how God demonstrated these characteristics in his dealings with mankind.  In many instances we can say more than one characteristic applied.  Here are a few examples.  
● Love is patient.  2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (NIV)   God is patient with mankind giving all a chance to repent.  Hell was never originally intended for mankind.  It was intended for Satan and his angels.  This shows the love of God.  
● Love is kind.  Paul in Romans 2 speaks of God’s Righteous Judgment, but even in that context he speaks of God’s patience and kindness.
“4Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?”  (NIV)
God is certainly willing to allow all to be saved if everyone would follow his son.  There are not limits or just a few who can realize an eternity in Heaven.  Again this demonstrates his love.  
● Remember God’s conversation with Abraham in regards to the destruction of Sodom?  (Genesis 18:16 - 33)  Another great example of God willing to give the people every benefit of the doubt before destroying the city.  He appeared there as three men to personally see what is going on there.  We all know God knew exactly what was going on.  Even knowing what he knew he was willing to spare the whole city if just 10 righteous men could be found.  Again God demonstrating his nature of love.  
3.) The ultimate demonstration of God’s love was in Christ.  Christ was the physical embodiment of the Godhead.  So what did Christ do that was so special?  Consider just a few examples of what he did when he walked the Earth.  
● Christ cared for peoples physical needs.  
Look at Matthew 15:29 - 39.  In This story Christ did two things that demonstrated this nature of love.  First, He healed their sick. 

“29Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 30Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. 31The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel”  (NIV)
Second, He fed them.  “32Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way."  (NIV)
● Christ also saw the spiritually helpless state the people were in and gave them direction and guidance.  

Matthew 9:36 “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  (NIV)

Christ was the good shepherd.  He came that we might have life and have it abundantly.  
John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  (NIV)

● As the good shepherd Christ laid down his life for his sheep (us).  John 10:14 - 15 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.  15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father and I lay down my life for the sheep.”  (NIV)
Summary
When we say God is love we mean that God’s nature and character represent the highest good that exist.  Christ was the embodiment of that love as he walked the Earth.  He was selfless in his service to others.  He was patient and kind and merciful to mankind.  He ultimately gave his life for us.  When we look at God we can truly say that Go is love.  
Close in prayer.  
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