SUNDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUPS

Seeing God – Seeing Ourselves

Lesson 3 – God is the Master

INTRODUCTION


 When we read that God is our Master and we are his servants we run that analogy through our cultural and era filters and think of the movie “Roots.”  In that movie we see a fairly accurate depiction of the master/slave relationship in 18th and 19th century America.  The master in that depiction was a strong, authoritarian and brutal figure.  Perfection was expected, mistakes were punished and rebellion was punished severely.  Slaves had no say in their position and little hope for freedom.


That would not have been the image of the Jewish master/slave owner to the first century writers of the New Testament.  Masters in the first century were generally the wealthy.  The wealthy were the employers of the day as well.  They would employ middle class workers to work in their fields, vineyards, groves, and marketplace booths.  The servants generally came from the lower class.  The very poor would sometimes offer themselves as servants to the wealthy.   Also, those deep in debt could be sold into slavery to pay off their debts.  It was basically a work arrangement.  The wealthy would house and feed them and their families in return for their services.  It was a legally binding agreement and the servant literally belonged to their masters.  They could buy their freedom back from their master or the master might choose to grant them their freedom for years of excellent service.  There were cultural standards for how servants were to be treated.  Brutality while not unheard of (especially among slaves captured in war), was not the norm for treatment of servants.  Servants had hopes of earning their freedom again and were usually compliant and eager to please at least while the master was watching (see Ephesians 6:6).  The best of servants could even be invited to live in the master’s house and eat at his table like a member of his family.      

STUDY

· Look at some Biblical Master/Servant relationships. Describe the style of each master in the Bible stories below.  Which of these Masters best serves as a symbol of the kind of Master God is to us?

· Potiphar to Joseph – Genesis 39:1-20

· Boaz to Ruth – Ruth 2:1-16

· Elisha to Gehazi – II Kings 4 & 5 (esp. 5:15-27)

· King Artaxerxes to Nehemiah – Nehemiah 2:1-9

· The Boaz and Ruth story has many parallels with God’s relationship to us.  Read the story summary below and discuss the parallels.

· Boaz was a wealthy landowner with a high profile status in his community.  

· Ruth came to him with a “lower than servant” status but with unusual character strengths.

· Boaz committed to Ruth to be a primary support structure for her.

· His position as a member of her father-in-law’s family made him a possible kinsman-redeemer for her.

· He agreed to “redeem” her and take care of her and her mother-in-law Naomi

· She came to him as a needy foreigner.  He took her in and “saved” her and invited her to live with him and join his family.

· Discuss the following qualities of God as “Master”

· He is our only Master – Exodus 20:3-6, Deuteronomy 6:13-14, Matthew 23:8-12.

· He bought us at a very high price – I Corinthians 6:19-20 

· He expects us to live to please him – Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 12:35-40, II Corinthians 5:9. 

· He disciplines us for our good – Proverbs 3:11-12, Hebrews 12:4-11

· He is our only judge – Romans 14:4

· God invites his servants to be sons – Romans 8:15-17

CONCLUSION: Discuss the following.


It is important that we see God (as Ruth saw Boaz) as a benevolent and loving Master yet one who will not be taken advantage of.  God bought us, blessed us and taught us how to serve him.  If we submit to him as our Master, he has promised us a place in his house and a spot at his table.  He have the hope of the highest honor if we accept the lowliest of positions now.    

