Lesson 2

Malachi 3-4

Icebreaker 1. Quote of the Day – “Nagging is the repetition of unpalatable truths.”

Icebreaker 2. From your calendar, what do you have upcoming that you’re looking forward to? What are you dreading?

Read Malachi 3:1-5

1. What messenger do you think is being prophesied in Vs. 1?

Lesson Note: This is a reference to John the Baptist coming before Jesus.

2. What type of offerings do we bring in righteousness?

Possible Answers: (1) Our righteousness is the same as Abraham, by faith in Christ; (2) Worship; (3) Prayer; (4) Service; (5) Obedience.

Read Malachi 3:6-15

3. When asked how to return to God, how does God respond?

4. How do we become closer to God when we give him the firstfruits of our labor?

5. In this passage (8-12) God is extremely straightforward about giving. What are the promises He makes concerning the blessings He desires to pour out on us?

Possible Answers: (1) Test me in this; (2) Throw open the floodgates; (3) Not enough room for it; (4) Prevent pests; (5) Fruit will not drop from the vine; (6) Delightful land; (7) God glorified in all the nations.

6. Discussion: How does this apply to us today? What are the real blessings you’ve seen in your life that are fulfillments to God’s promise of blessings if you give to Him?

7. Discussion: How does your family determine how much to give. What things have helped you become successful that you’d like to share?

8. Discussion: This is the only place in the Bible that God says to test Him. How do you test God in this?

9. When you die, what will those going through your things say about your priorities?

Read Malachi 3:16-4:6

10. What conclusion do you suppose the people reached before they wrote the scroll of remembrance?

11. At the end of the book, the day of the LORD is again prophesied. What is the last prophecy in the Old Testament? What’s the last word from the Old Covenant?

Answer: John the Baptist is prophesied as Elijah returning. (Matt 17:11-13). The last word in the Old Testament is “curse”.
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