Lesson 1

Malachi 1-2

Icebreaker 1. Quote of the Day – “In any business, the customer is always right, except when he calls Technical Support.”

Icebreaker 2. What types of Christmas gifts do you like to give? (Old, new, Homemade, surprise, off a list)

Historical background: The rebuilt temple was finished in 516 B.C. with Nehemiah returning to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls in 445 B.C.  Malachi was written after Nehemiah’s second return to Jerusalem sometime after 433 B.C.  After the new wore off of the huge successes, the people lapsed into religious indifference.  Malachi was written to address the people at this time.

Read Malachi 1

1. How does the first section of scripture (1-5) set the stage for the rest of the chapter? 

Possible Answers: (1) God’s love proclaimed; (2) Reminder that Israel is a people chosen by God; (3) Reminder that God works in all areas of the world.

2. Who is God talking to in vs. 6-14? (See vs. 6)

3. What type of sacrifice does God expect in vs. 8?

Lesson Note: In the Old Testament God expected pure and unblemished animal sacrifices. Lev 22:22, Deu 15:21

4. What does God mean in vs. 10 when He says “… so that you would not light useless fires on my altar!”

5. God then speaks of the “nations” and says that incense and pure offerings will be offered. What type of prophecy is this?

Possible Answer: The nations refer to the world of the Gentiles, the incense and pure offerings refer to prayer and worship by the Gentiles.

Read Malachi 2

6. Does God seem pleased with the priests at the beginning of this chapter? Give some examples.

7. What types of things does Malachi say are being done in vs. 10 – 17?

We often read scripture and think it’s not talking about us. Let’s look into these chapters and see if there is any meet for us glean.

8. In 1:6-14 what types of things can we see from today that would fall within the same vein as the things that Israel was doing?

Possible Answers: (1) Offering out of the leftovers; (2) Keeping the best for ourselves and giving God the worst; (3) Offering worship that is felt as a burden.

9. How can we apply the Vs. 10 to our worship today? Are we doing things that make God want to shut the door so that we wouldn’t worship uselessly?

10. In 2:1 Malachi switches to speaking to priests. 1 Peter 2:5 says we are a royal priesthood, so how can we apply this section?

11. Overall, what message was God trying to get across to Israel through Malachi in Chapters 1-2?
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