Lesson 9

Great Faith
Luke 7:1-17; 8:22-25


Icebreaker 1. Have you ever acted on faith? Elaborate.

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Heb 11:1

Icebreaker 2. Why are we so surprised when we act on faith and God validates our belief with action?

Read Luke 7:1-17

1. The centurion was a man accustomed to getting things done. He was also a very faithful man. Why do you suppose he sought out Jesus for healing instead of praying to God?

2. It’s clear from the text that the centurion was a believer in God as he built the Jewish synagogue. What does it say about him that he’s willing to inquire of Jesus even though he does not feel worthy to have Jesus under his roof? Do we sometimes feel unworthy to intercede before God on other’s behalf?

It appears that the centurion realized who he was approaching and was one of the few with the appropriate reverence, and yet he was willing to approach Jesus on his servant’s behalf in spite of his humility.

3. The centurion approached Jesus on behalf of his servant. When we pray we are approaching God in much the same way with Jesus as our mediator. Who do you approach Jesus about? Are you as certain as the centurion that your request will be fulfilled?

Only twice in the gospels is Jesus “amazed”. The other is Mark 6:6 when Jesus was amazed at a lack of faith in Nazareth.

4. What’s the hardest you’ve ever prayed? Did you have faith that your request would be fulfilled if it was God’s will?

5. In Verses 11-17 Jesus raises a widow’s only son. Why did Jesus choose to perform this miracle?

Possible answers: (1) Compassion for the widow (vs. 13); (2) So that others would believe; (3) Raising the dead is impressive anywhere, but at the town gate would enable a lot of people to witness it.

6. In what ways does this miracle illustrate our salvation?

Possible answers: (1) Salvation is through the death and resurrection of the Son; (2) We were powerless to even ask for help; (3) God had compassion on us; (4) We were dead to sin until saved by Jesus; (5) The dead man did nothing to earn his resurrection; (6) The dead man only accepted the gift of life from Christ.

Read Luke 8:22-25

The Sea of Galilee is 13 miles long and 7 miles wide. It is open water with storms that can rage.

7. Why does Jesus question their faith? (Vs. 25)

If the disciples really believed that Jesus was the Messiah they should not have questioned their safety while with him.

8. Do we sometimes feel we need explanations from God when really we just need faith?

9. The disciples believed that Jesus was the Messiah. They’d seen him do many miracles including raising the dead. Why are they so amazed that he can command the winds and water?

The Jews of the time were expecting an Earthly kingdom. It’s possible that they were expecting healings, but they were apparently not expecting Jesus to have power over nature.
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