Lesson 8

Words to Practice
Luke 6:17-49


Icebreaker 1. Who’s the best public speaker you’ve ever heard or heard of?

Icebreaker 2. What aspect of Christianity do you find most enjoyable?

In the lesson tonight Jesus describes the difference between Kingdom people and worldly people.

Read Luke 6:17-36

1. How does this passage compare to the well know “Sermon on the Mount” from Mathew 5-7?

Possible answers: (1) Beatitudes are given; (2) Kingdom principles contrast with worldly values; (3) Jesus gives practical advice on living our lives.

2. As you look down the 4 principles listed here, where does your current situation fall?

The 4 delineated are: (1) Poor / Rich; (2) Hungry / Well fed; (3) Weep / Laugh; (4) Hated by men / spoken well of by men.

3. Discussion: Exactly what is wrong with being rich, well fed, laughing or being well thought of by men?

This question should generate discussion leading to the point that these things can all be blessings of God. The real question is how are you using God’s blessings to help others, and more specifically, to show others the way to God through Christ.

4. How would you summarize Luke 6:27-36?

Possible answers: (1) The greatest command is Love (Matt 22:37-40); (2) Treat others as you’d want to be treated.

Read Luke 6:37-45

5. Non-Christians often quote this passage of scripture. (Vs 41-42) What do you think is the proper response to this type of logic?

Jesus said for us to remove the plank from our eye so that we can see clearly to remove the spec from our brother’s eye. It is difficult to help someone with a problem if we are still struggling with exactly the same issue. However, if someone has conquered an issue, they can offer invaluable insight for one still struggling.

6. Why is it so easy for us to judge others?

Possible answers: (1) We think that if something is easy for us then it should be easy for others; (2) We are naturally competitive; (3) The act of “Judging” is itself a weakness that some are more susceptible to than others.

7. What is the difference between judging others and facing the Truth?

While we are not to judge, we are supposed to correct our brothers when they stray (James 5:20, Acts 18:26).

8. In Verses 43-45, Jesus talks about knowing a tree by its fruit. What kind of fruit do you see in your own life or of those in this group?

It’s good to discuss people’s strengths and recognize their work, not for their glory, but for the glory of God. Take this opportunity to highlight some of the ways people serve the Lord by discussing their work. This may also be an opportunity for those who are looking for ways to serve to be given some ideas of areas of the body where help is needed. 
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