Lesson 7

Breaking the Mold
Luke 5:33–6:11


Icebreaker 1. What’s your favorite restaurant?

Icebreaker 2. In relationships, is it possible to be both right and wrong at the same time? (i.e. That dress makes you look huge.)

Read Luke 5:33-39

1. Have you ever fasted? If so, what did you gain from the experience?

Additional information: Jews fasted at least once a year on the Day of Atonement. (Lev 16:29)
2. In answering the question about fasting, Jesus begins talking about garment patches and wineskins. How do these apply to Jesus’ disciples fasting?

Possible answers: (1) the disciples are the new patches. They will be “shrunken” when Jesus is crucified; (2) the disciples are the new wine. They will expand and mature upon Jesus crucifixion; (3) Christianity requires new approaches and does not fit on an old garment or in an old wineskin.
Read Luke 6:1-11

3. Were the disciples breaking any laws by picking the grain and eating it?

While it was against the Jewish tradition as written by men, it was not against God’s law. Actually God commanded that the edges of fields be left unplowed so travelers and the poor could eat from God’s bounty (Deut 23:25). It was also not their daily work to harvest the fields.

Read I Samuel 21:1-6

Old Testament information: Each week 12 consecrated loaves of bread, representing the 12 tribes of Israel, were placed on a table in the Temple. This bread was called the Bread of the Presence. After its use in the Temple, it was to be eaten only by priests. 

4. How was Jesus’ need like that of David?

5. How would Jesus reference to David have been perceived by scholars at the time?

It was expected that the Messiah would restore the kingdom of David. It is even more telling that at the time of the story David was on the run from King Saul, the earthly ruler, having taken absolutely nothing on the trip. What a similarity to Christ who left glory in Heaven and came to Earth with nothing but what God provides. This is also before David comes into his own kingdom in God’s time.

6. Should the Pharisees watching Jesus closely be considered working on the Sabbath? (Vs 6-7)

7. Did the man with the shriveled hand ask Jesus for healing? Do you think Jesus chose to heal him for a teaching moment?

8. What point is Jesus making about the law of men versus the law of God?

Hos 6:6 “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, 

and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 

Possible Answers: (1) God’s law was never really about rules but rather about intent; (2) God cares about the heart of men
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