Lesson 6

Remarkable Things
Luke 5:12–26


Icebreaker 1. What’s the largest favor you’ve ever done for someone else?

Icebreaker 2. What kinds of characteristics make you want to avoid people?

Read Luke 5:12-16

1. What does Jesus’ willingness to actually touch the leper show about Jesus’ character?

Leprosy was a feared disease because there was no known cure and some forms were extremely contagious. Leprosy had a similar emotional impact and terror associated with it as AIDS does today.

2. How does the man’s leprosy compare to our sin problem?

Possible answers: (1) Our sin is also contagious to Jesus, he can catch it; (2) Our sin causes us to become an outcast; (3) Our sin is terminal without the mercy of Christ; (4) Like the leper we can be cleansed by Jesus touch
3. Discussion: Why did Jesus tell the leper not to tell anyone about the healing?

Further Information: Only priests, acting as health inspectors, could certify a person clean of leprosy. The law then required certain sacrifices in thanksgiving. Lev 13-14

4. Note that Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed (vs 16). How do you find time in your busy schedule to pray?

Read Luke 5:17-26

5. We know from Mark 2:1 that this occurred in Capernaum and Mathew 9:1 calls this His own town. It’s unclear whose home this occurred in. How would you feel about someone cutting through your roof like this? How would your feelings change after seeing a miracle such as this?

6. While all have sinned, what sins do you suppose this paralyzed man committed for Jesus to start the conversation by forgiving his sins?

7. What caused Jesus to forgive the paralyzed man’s sins? (vs 20)

Notice it’s not the faith of the paralyzed man, but rather “their faith” (NIV vs 20) meaning the faith of the man’s friends.

8. Why were the Pharisees and teachers of the law so shocked that Jesus had forgiven sin?

Under the law, the blood of bulls and goats atoned for sins. Jesus telling the paralytic man that his sins were forgiven was a huge shock as no sin offering had been made. We know now that “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb 10:4). But Romans tells us that “…because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished…” (Rom 3:25)

9. The text tells us that Jesus healed both men. Imagine being an eyewitness. What do you suppose the healing process looked like? 

We sometimes like to imagine a Hollywood style “healing” or transformation over several minutes, but the text says, “immediately he stood up”. The word “immediately” (vs 25) comes from the Greek parachreéma (par-akh-ray'-mah) meaning “at the thing itself” or “instantly”. 
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