Lesson 5

Fishers of Men
Luke 5:1–11; 27-32


Icebreaker 1. What’s your favorite fishing story? Share it with the group.

Icebreaker 2. At what point in your life did you decide to follow Christ? What were the details of that event? Was there any specific catalyst?

Read Luke 5:1-11; 27-32

1. Jesus was teaching the crowds from Simon’s (Peter’s) boat at the beginning of this story. What do you suppose Peter was doing while Jesus was teaching?

2. When told by Jesus to “go fish” Peter explained that they had just finished a night of fishing with nothing to show for it. Peter obviously thought he knew more about fishing than a carpenter and teacher. How do you respond when given direction by the Lord?

3. Share an experience in your own life to illustrate how we’re blessed beyond measure when we follow the Lord’s will.

4. In the Gospels, evil spirits respond to Jesus in fear. In this passage Peter responds to Jesus aware of his sin and asks Jesus to leave his presence. In almost every other passage in the Bible when confronted with angels, people are filled with fear and try to bow before them. In the song “I can only imagine” by MercyMe, the question is posed: 

Surrounded by Your glory, what will my heart feel
Will I dance for You Jesus or in awe of You be still
Will I stand in Your presence or to my knees will I fall
Will I sing hallelujah, will I be able to speak at all
I can only imagine

Why didn’t more people react to Jesus this way? How do you expect to react?

Possible answers: (1) Jesus was fully God but also fully man; (2) Jesus’ full glory was hidden from man to fulfill His purpose; (3) His ministry would have been difficult with people continually bowing in fear.

5. Jesus asked Levi (Mathew) to follow Him while he was at work. Mathew responded by leaving his post and following Jesus. What opportunities do you have to respond to Jesus like this at work?

Possible answers: (1) Be ready to use your job as an evangelistic tool; (2) Show Jesus to others in your work ethic; (3) Don’t conform to the world, but show how Christians can live in the world; (4) Show others how fulfilling a life with Christ can be.

6. After Mathew left his job to follow Jesus, he threw a banquet for all his friends to have an opportunity to meet Jesus. What opportunities do we have to share Jesus with our friends?

7. In both of these passages, Jesus is acting not in the Synagogues, but in the daily lives of those He’s touching. How can we show Jesus to others in our daily lives?

8. In what ways can we “eat with the sinners” as Jesus did?

Possible answers: (1) Hate the sin, love the sinner; (2) Look past people’s history and see them for a valuable soul; (3) Don’t judge others but instead remember that “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).
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