Lesson 4

John the Baptist
Luke 3:1–22, 7:18-35


Icebreaker 1. How do you get someone’s full attention when you have important news to share?

Icebreaker 2. If you had to choose, would you protect your character or your reputation?

Character – What you do when no one is watching

Reputation - overall quality or character as seen or judged by people in general
John the Baptist’s life was foretold by the angel Gabriel in Luke 1:11-19. John was to be set apart from birth. John’s father Zechariah was given specific instructions as to his upbringing. 15 “He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.”

Read Luke 3:1-22

1. Who was the high priest at the time of John’s ministry? (Vs 2)

Annas was the appointed high priest from AD 6 to 15. At that time the Roman government deposed Annas and replaced him with his son Eleazar in order to obtain greater control over the Jews. In AD 18 the Roman government appointed Caiaphas as high priest. The Jews therefore still recognized Annas as high priest, but the office was actually held by Caiaphas.

2. Why do you suppose the people responded to John’s message?

There had not been a prophet in Israel for more than 400 years. It was widely believed that when the Messiah came, prophecy would reappear (Joel 2:28-29, Malachi 3:1; 4:5).

3. How does John instruct the people toward professional integrity? (Vs 12-14)

4. How can we apply John’s teaching toward our jobs today?

5. Exactly how does John prepare the way for Jesus?

In ancient times, a herald would travel ahead of a royal procession, announcing the king’s coming and commanding preparations. 

John also drew the attention of the masses, and was then able to redirect that attention to the appropriate person – Jesus. Imagine trying to get out a message today without any electronic media!

6. Why was Jesus baptized by John?

Possible answers: (1) Jesus’ baptism was one step in fulfilling His earthly mission; (2) Jesus was giving us an example to follow; (3) Jesus was announcing the beginning of his public ministry.

7. In Jesus time, the epicenter of religion was Jerusalem. God chose for Jesus to start His ministry not in Jerusalem, but outside the city where common people were repenting of sin. Do we sometimes make non-churched or under-churched people feel like they are inferior and must therefore submit to our understanding?

Read Luke 7:18-35

8. When asked by John’s disciples: “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus did not answer them directly. Instead, he healed many people in their presence and told them to report this to John. Do people know you’re a Christian because they ask you, or is it obvious by your actions?

9. After John’s messengers left, how did Jesus speak of John? Was Jesus concerned about John’s questioning if He was the messiah?
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