Lesson 39

Resurrection!
Luke 24

Icebreaker 1. Human beings, who are almost unique in having the ability to learn from the experience of others, are also remarkable for their apparent disinclination to do so. -- Douglas Adams

Icebreaker 2. Which holiday do you prefer, Christmas or Easter?

Read Luke 24:1-12

1. What was the purpose of the stone being rolled away?

Jesus shows in His other appearances that closed doors do not bind Him. The stone was rolled away so that the world could verify that He was not in the tomb.

2. Remember that Peter would have still felt the intense sting of his denial. What do you think was his emotional reaction to the empty tomb and the news of a resurrected Jesus?

3. Discussion: We normally discuss the cross as the central event of Christianity, but without the resurrection the crucifixion becomes meaningless. What emotions and images does this event evoke in you?

Lesson Note: He is Risen!!! Don’t gloss over this point, stay and discuss it. Jesus Christ defeated death through His power and because of faith in Him, so will we!

Read Luke 24:13-35

Lesson Note: Luke is the only Gospel that records the encounter on the road to Emmaus.

It would not have been rare for travelers to band together for protection against robbers.

4. What scriptures do you suppose that Jesus used to prove the Christ must die and be raised?

Possible Answers: Gen 3, The fall of man (Adam and Eve); Gen 12, God’s promise to Abram; Psalm 22, Crucifixion Psalm; Psalm 69, Suffering prophecy; Psalm 110, “The LORD said to my Lord…” (Christ’s Reign); Isaiah 53, Jesus prophesied; Jeremiah 31, … my law in their minds and hearts; Zechariah 9, riding on a donkey; Zechariah 13, Shepherd struck, sheep scattered; Malachi 3, Christ judges.

5. In verse 28, Jesus acts as if he’s going further. Do you suppose that Christ appeared to others also who did not insist that He stay with them?

6. What can we glean from the fact that Cleopas recognized Jesus as He broke the bread?

This is reminiscent of the Lord’s Supper. Similarly, Christ appears to us during the Lord’s Supper.

7. After showing so much concern for a stranger’s safety in the evening, how do Cleopas and his friend respond after Jesus has departed?

Despite the late hour, Cleopas and his friend returned “at once” to Jerusalem, a short seven-mile walk.

Read Luke 24:36-49

8. Verse 45 says that Jesus opened their minds so they could understand the scriptures. When have you had your mind opened to scriptures? 

9. Jesus appeared to over 500 of the disciples over the next 30 days (1 Cor 15:5). It’s difficult to comprehend that Jesus is alive. Where have you seen Jesus recently?
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