Lesson 36

Simon Peter - Sifted like Wheat
Luke 22:31-38, 54-62

Icebreaker 1. If man were meant to use the metric system, Jesus would have had 10 apostles.

Icebreaker 2. What’s the worst relationship damage you’ve seen reconciled?

Read Luke 22:31-38

1. How does Jesus’ view of Peter’s character differ from Peter’s own opinion of his character? (Vs. 33-34)

Lesson Note: Peter thought he was ready for anything, but Jesus knew that his faith would collapse in a few short hours. 

2. Do we sometimes misjudge our own spiritual well being? How does that affect our spiritual walk?

3. How did Jesus’ instructions to the disciples about travel change? (Vs. 35-36)

Lesson Note: Jesus is changing from a faithful dependence concept to a strategically prepared concept. While sometimes it is good to have blind and total dependence on God (sacrificial giving, fasts, first fruits giving), it is also good to do due diligence like Nehemiah.

4. How can we apply this new instruction to our lives?

Possible Answers: (1) Be prepared; (2) Don’t be afraid of work; (3) God can be glorified by men’s work; (4) God’s plan sometimes requires more than faith (works).

Read Luke 22:54-62

Lesson Note: This incident is recorded remarkably similarly in all 4 Gospels, with one exception being Luke adding the wrinkle of Jesus looking straight at Peter. John adds a first hand perspective of the same events since John was there and got Peter access to the courtyard.
5. After Jesus has rebuked Peter for fighting for Him in the garden, what do you suppose is going through Peter’s mind during the denials?

6. At this lowest stage in Peter’s life, if we could converse with him between sobs, how do you think he would have compared Judas’ betrayal to his?

Lesson Note: You may choose to refer to Luke 14:8-9 where Jesus talks about acknowledgement or denial before men leading to Him acknowledging or denying men before God.

7. What is the difference in how Peter and Judas rebounded from their infidelity?

Lesson Note: Both were intensely remorseful for their actions, but they handled them very differently. 

8. What can we learn from Peter and Judas’ actions about how to handle our own infidelity to Jesus [sin]?

Possible Answers: (1) Repentance is key; (2) Sin is assured, but assurance follows; (3) Jesus can forgive sin; (4) Jesus can restore us; (5) Jesus can lead us through dark times into times where He can use us mightily; (6) Turn to Jesus; (7) There is a good way to handle it and a bad way.
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