Lesson 35

Betrayal
Luke 22:1-6; 47-53

Icebreaker 1. A Freudian slip is when you say one thing but mean your mother.

Icebreaker 2. Have you ever been betrayed by a friend? What were the circumstances?

Read Luke 22:1-6

Lesson Note: You may choose to use a simple question to get to the prophecy, or just jump to the background material in the Old Testament.

Read Ps 41:9, Ps 109:8, Zech 11:12-13

1. Why do you think that Judas’ betrayal was part of the overall plan?

Possible Answers: (1) It was not needed; (2) The Jews were scared of the crowds that were always around Jesus; (3) The Jews needed someone to “bare false witness” against Jesus.

2. From God’s perspective, what is the significance of Judas’ betrayal? 

Lesson Note: A trusted and loved adopted man has betrayed Jesus, just as Adam had betrayed God in the original sin. The Jews had no power over Jesus, but Jesus chose to allow Judas to betray Him.

3. Luke says that Satan entered Judas before he made the deal with the chief priests. What do you think Judas’ motives were?

Possible Answers: (1) Satan was in control, he had no control [see Jn 17:12, Lk 22:22]; (2) Evil; (3) Revenge against Jesus after the wasting of the oil that could have been sold and used for the poor; (4) Political intrigue to force Jesus into His messiah role; (5) Easy money and a way out as he no longer thought that Jesus was the messiah.

Read Luke 22:47-53

The Garden scene and the crucifixion are surreal. Take yourself back and try to imagine that you are there as the scene unfolds around you.

4. The apostles were clearly confused as to what to do, not knowing whether or not to defend Jesus with force. This had clearly not been His teaching. How do you suppose you’d respond in the garden as you see Judas approaching?

Lesson Note: Luke 22:38 mentions the disciples misunderstanding Jesus’ prophesy “reaching its fulfillment”. In response they reply, “See, Lord, here are two swords.”

5. After you’ve seen the passionate Peter take such decisive action, what do you feel as you see Jesus respond so clearly, and miraculously?

Possible Answers: (1) Shame; (2) Confusion, they still didn’t understand the plan; (3) Helplessness; (4) Fear for self, fear for Jesus.

6. Can God use betrayal for His purpose in our lives? How?

7. Have you ever betrayed a friend’s trust? What did you do to reconcile the relationship?

Lesson Note: Look what Judas did. Matt 27:3-10, Acts 1:16-19

8. Discussion: How do you think God feels when we betray Him in our sin?
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