Lesson 34

The Authority of Jesus
Luke 19:45-20:47

Icebreaker 1. Beakman: We have learned that mosquitoes are twice as attracted to the color blue as to other colors.

Lester: That's why Smurfs are always walking around scratching themselves.

Icebreaker 2. When defending your faith, what do you find to be the most moving argument?

Read Luke 19:45-20:8

1. This occurred immediately after the triumphal entry. How would the people have seen this type of action?

The people expected Jesus to claim His title of Messiah at the temple. His popularity with the people was at an all time high and the people were ready to see Him lead a revolt. They probably would have understood His zeal for the temple.

Read Luke 20:20-39

2. Jesus implied the denarius was Caesar’s because his image was on it and he’d had it made. By analogy, how can we tell what belongs to God?

3. The Sadducees thought they had a trap laid for Jesus, and at the same time thought they could gain some advantage by stumping a popular figure on the question of the resurrection. How does Jesus show His authority in this discussion?

Possible Answers: (1) Jesus speaks truth beyond their comprehension; (2) Jesus uses a quote from scripture to demonstrate His point; (3) Jesus does not take sides on the issue of the resurrection as the Sadducees hoped, but flatly speaks the full truth with details about the subject.

Read Luke 20:41-47

4. With the learned individuals trying so hard to discredit Jesus He had little time to teach and minister. How does He quiet these people who only want to discredit Him?

Jesus turns the questioning around on all those who just wanted to trap Him. With a seemingly innocent question about Psalm 110 concerning the Messiah, Jesus shows that they have very little understanding of a straightforward prophecy about the Messiah.
Read Luke 20:9-19

5. Jesus speaks this parable against the teachers of the law. How did they respond to this analogy? 

6. How should the tenants of the vineyard have responded to the calls from the owner?

7. What lessons can we take from this parable today?

Possible Answers: (1) We, too, are only renters in charge of the master’s property; (2) The master can return to claim His belongings at any time; (3) The master has “lent” us all things, including our spiritual salvation; (4) The master requires us to give Him the first fruits of our harvest.

8. Jesus displays His authority in these passages. How can we communicate His authority to those around us today?
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