Lesson 33

Triumphal Entry
Luke 19:28-44

Icebreaker 1. I’ve noticed that people seem to read the Bible a whole lot more as they get older. Then it dawned on me; they were cramming for their finals.

Icebreaker 2. What do you find most impressive about Jesus: (1) His miracles; (2) Fulfillment of prophecy; (3) Prophecies that come true?

Read Luke 19:28-44

1. What strikes you as the point of this event being recorded?

The significance of this event is: (1) Fulfillment of prophecy; (2) Culmination of Jesus impact on Israel, He could have lead a revolt at this time.

2. Why do you think the colt acquisition worked out as it did?

Possible Answers: (1) God had set it up exactly this way; (2) Jesus was so popular at this time that the owners would provide anything.

3. What is the significance of the colt?

The colt was a symbol of peace in contrast to a warrior’s horse. 

Read Zech 9:9-13

4. This is the main prophecy Jesus was fulfilling. What does this passage say about the coming King?

5. The people understood what Jesus was proclaiming about Himself by doing this. How do they respond?

The people’s response comes from Psalm 118. They would have expected that the coming King would have spoken Ps 118:5-21.

Read Psalm 118:5-21

The people would then respond by speaking together Ps 118:22-29 with the King grasping the horns of the altar and proclaiming Himself the King.

Read Psalm 118:22-29

6. Based on the people’s response in Luke, what were they expecting Jesus to do?

7. Based on these prophecies, why did the Pharisees want Jesus to quiet the crowd? What is Jesus’ response?

Lesson note: It was obvious to everyone there that this was a fulfillment of prophecy. The Pharisees wanted Jesus to deny that He was the coming King. 

8. How does Jesus respond when He sees Jerusalem? What does this show about God as He watches disasters today?

Lesson Note: Jesus foretells the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. In AD 66 the Jews revolted against Roman control. Three years later Titus, son of the emperor Vespasian, was sent to crush the rebellion. Roman soldiers attacked Jerusalem and broke through the northern wall but still couldn’t take the city. Finally, they laid siege to it, and in AD 70 they were able to enter the severely weakened city and burn it. Six hundred thousand Jews were killed during Titus’ onslaught. See http://www.livius.org/ja-jn/jewish_wars/jwar04.html for more details on the battle.
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