Lesson 32

Jesus and Outcasts
Luke 18:35-19:9

Icebreaker 1. Medicine is not an exact science, but we’re learning all the time. Just 50 years ago they thought a disease like Isabelle’s was caused by demonic possession or witchcraft. But nowadays, we know that Isabelle is suffering from an imbalance of bodily humors, perhaps caused by a toad or small dwarf living in her stomach.

Icebreaker 2. How have you seen other’s lives changed by Jesus?

Read Luke 18:35-43

Lesson Note: Mark records the blind man’s name as Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus.

1. What is significant about the way the blind man calls to Jesus?

The blind man calls Jesus the “Son of David.” He is only 1 of 2 people to call Jesus this (the other is the Canaanite woman in Matt 15:22). This messianic title is not even used by the apostles.

2. Why do you think Jesus asked the blind man what he wanted done for him?

Read Luke 19:1-9

3. Jericho was an important city. As Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, what do you think he would have dressed like? What was his house like?

4. As far back as the time of Saul and David we have evidence of height being related to importance. How does Zacchaeus height (or lack there of) add to his outward appearance?

Zacchaeus likely would have been well dressed and would have probably had what we today refer to as “short man’s syndrome.”

5. What do you think Zacchaeus looked like in the sycamore tree dressed so well?

6. Jesus calls Zacchaeus by name when He tells him to come down. Why do you think Jesus specifically picked out Zacchaeus to use as an example?

7. In Vs 7, all the people muttered about Jesus going into the house of a sinner. What does this say about the view of the people about Zacchaeus?

8. Zacchaeus responded to Jesus, almost coming to His defense in associating with him. How does Zacchaeus outwardly respond to Jesus?

9. In both of these stories, Jesus interacts with outcasts. Who are the outcasts of today?

Possible Answers: (1) People with AIDS; (2) Gay people; (3) Mentally handicapped; (4) Emotionally needy people; (5) Ex-Cons or current Cons; (6) Homeless people. 

10. Jesus interacts with outcasts while the crowd was ready to crown Him King. What does this demonstrate to us in how we should respond to outcasts today?
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