Lesson 31

Humble Persistence
Luke 18:1-14

Icebreaker 1. Isn’t it ironic that City Hall gives out both Marriage certificates and Work Permits?

Icebreaker 2. What is your favorite circumstance to spend time in prayer?

Read Luke 18:1-8

1. Jesus begins by saying that the disciples should not give up praying. What are some reasons that people give up praying?

Possible Answers: (1) Lack of Discipline; (2) Sin in the way (I Peter 4:7); (3) Lack of faith; (4) Don’t feel like it’s doing any good; (5) God doesn’t hear their prayers; (6) Busy lives; (7) Don’t understand the importance.

2. Jesus tells a parable to explain how we should be persistent in prayer. How is God different than the judge in the parable?

3. When we begin to think of God as the heartless judge, how can we correct our view?

4. The point of the parable is that we should persistently petition God through prayer. What do you see about the nature of the widow’s request in the parable?

The widow is asking for justice against an adversary. We sometimes think that prayer is a lucky charm and that God will fulfill all of our requests. It’s important to remember that our will should be God’s will. When a request is made in relation to the Kingdom of God, then it’s in the correct perspective.

5. How can Christians show faith in prayer until Christ returns?

Read Luke 18:9-14

6. In this passage, Jesus addresses the attitude we should have when we pray. How would you describe the Pharisee’s attitude in prayer?

7. What types of people would you expect to be most susceptible to this wrong attitude?

Possible Answers: (1) Preachers; (2) Church leaders; (3) Spiritual leaders; (4) Older Christians; (5) Heroes of the faith; (6) Everyday Christians; (7) Christians who go to church regularly; (8) Christians who read their Bible; (9) Christians who pray regularly.

8.  Since this attitude can affect anyone, what can we do to protect ourselves against it? 

9. What is good about the tax collector’s attitude in prayer?

10. In what way can we adopt the tax collector’s attitude, while combining the widow’s persistence?
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