Lesson 30

Get Ready!
Luke 17:20-37; 21:5-38

Icebreaker 1. A sixth grade class is doing some spelling drills. The teacher asks Tommy to spell “before”. He stands and says “B-E-P-H-O-R.” The teacher noted that answer was incorrect and asked Johnny to try. 

Johnny said, “B-E-F-O-R-E.”

The teacher said, “Excellent, please use it in a sentence.”

Johnny said, “That’s easy, two plus two be four.”

Icebreaker 2. Describe your vision of Christ’s return.

Read Luke 17:20-37

1. What did the Pharisees mean when they asked Jesus when the Kingdom of God would come? How did Jesus answer them?

The Pharisees where looking for an Earthly kingdom. If Jesus was the Messiah then they were asking when he would lead a revolt against Rome. Jesus answered that they were looking for the wrong kind of kingdom.

2. What does Jesus’ analogy about lightening say to you about His return?

3. Jesus goes on to speak about the surprise that will be experienced on that day. What do you think He means about leaving possessions?

Jesus is stressing in this passage that the Kingdom requires one to leave all possessions. He even mentions Lot’s wife as an example of what happens to those who look back.

4. In the last section of this passage, Jesus speaks of some people being taken while others will be left. What is Jesus referring to?

Lesson Note: Many people use this passage as one of the founding ideas for “Rapture”. The word “rapture” is not used in the NT nor does Jesus ever reference it. However, we understand very little and have been told very little about the last days.

Read 21:5-38

5. Jesus speaks of the signs that will precede the end. How do these signs apply to current events? Do these same signs apply pretty well to other times in history?

6.  Jesus also foretells the apostles’ trials after Jesus’ resurrection. How do you suppose you’d respond if you were told today about tomorrow’s trials?

Lesson Note: Vs. 20 – 24 refer to the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 by the Romans.

7. Jesus mentions the “time of the Gentiles” in Vs 24. What do you think that means?

8. Jesus tells the apostles, and us, not to get distracted by life (Vs. 34). What types of things distract us and how do we keep them in perspective?

9. In both passages, Jesus is asked about the signs that foretell of the end. Jesus redirects these discussions into the topic of the Kingdom of God. What do you think Jesus meant by the Kingdom of God?

Possible Answers: (1) Helping the needy; (2) Love for others; (3) Encouraging instead of degrading; (4) Forgiveness; (5) Being Jesus’ hands and feet in the world.
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