Lesson 29

Stumbling Blocks, Forgiveness & Faith
Luke 17:1-10

Icebreaker 1. A farm boy accidentally turned over a wagonload of corn. A nearby farmer heard the noise. The farmer yelled, “Forget your troubles, come in and have dinner with us, then I’ll help you get the wagon up.” The boy replied, “That’s nice of you, but I don’t think my Pa would like me to.” After some coaxing the boy finally agreed. 

After dinner the boy thanked his host and said, “but Pa is going to be real upset.”

The farmer said, “Don’t be foolish! By the way, where is your Pa?”

“Under the wagon.”

Icebreaker 2. What’s the worst task you’ve ever been paid for?

Read Luke 17:1-10

1. Who do you think Jesus is specifically talking about when He speaks of people causing others to sin? (Vs 1)

Jesus has been speaking about the Pharisees since Luke 15

2. Discussion: Jesus warns of causing others to sin. How can we apply this to our lives?

Possible Answers: (1) Binding our beliefs on others (See Rom 14); (2) Feeling superior to others on spiritual matters; (3) Be wary that things we find easy may be another’s weakness; (4) Avoid situations that can lead to sin; (5) Be careful with our tongues as our offhand remarks may lead to pain and sin in others.

Read Romans 14:13-18

3. Summarize Paul’s major point in this passage.

Paul’s overall point is don’t bind your beliefs on others on disputable matters, but also don’t overtly offend your brother.

4. Paul speaks of clean and unclean meat. This was a major issue at the time. What would be similar issues in the church today?

Possible Answers: (1) Uses of the building; (2) Order of Worship; (3) Music types used in worship or building; (4) Leaders roles; (5) Giving; (6) Attendance

5. Why is Jesus’ declaration about forgiveness so shocking?

Jesus uses the number of 7 similarly to the way we might use the number 10. In Hellenistic times the number 7 was a number associated with completeness similar to the way we would “round” to 10.

6. Why do you suppose the apostles responded so fiercely about faith to this issue of forgiveness?

It’s often difficult to forgive someone who has openly sinned, possibly against us. Jesus here is telling the apostles to do something that does not come naturally to them or us. This is similar to Jesus saying turn the other cheek (Mt 5:39). 

7. How does Jesus’ answer about the working servant answer the apostles’ question?

After the apostles respond about faith, Jesus says through a short parable to do what He asks, regardless of how easy it is.

8. How does this parable apply in regard to the Pharisees?

9. How does this parable apply to us today who are Christians?
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