Lesson 28

Rich Man & Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31

Icebreaker 1. A young mother paying a visit to a doctor friend and his wife made no attempt to restrain her five-year-old son, who was ransacking an adjoining room. Finally, an extra loud clatter of bottles did prompt her to say, "I hope, doctor, you don't mind Johnny being in there." 

"No," said the doctor calmly, "He'll be quiet when he gets to the poisons."

Icebreaker 2. How hard do you argue to prove you’re right?

Read Luke 16:19-31

Lesson Note: This parable is only recorded in Luke. It is the most vivid depiction of Heaven and Hell we have from the mouth of Jesus. Also note that this Lazarus is not the same man that Jesus raised from the dead in John 11.

1. How would the Pharisees have understood each man’s status in life?

Wealth and physical status were thought to be proportional to spiritual blessings. See Job.

2. What sin did the rich man commit on Earth, and what justified Lazarus?

3. Discussion: After both men die we’re given a glimpse of the eternal. Since this is a parable we don’t know if this is a figurative description given in a way we can understand it, or if it’s to be taken literally. What are some observations about Heaven and Hell?

Possible Answers: (1) Torment – Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth; (2) Great chasm; (3) Separated by a great distance; (4) Lazarus at Abraham’s side; (5) Great agony; (6) Self awareness; (7) Recognition of Lazarus; (8) Memory of family; (9) Desire for relief; (10) The Rich Man does not argue about the justice of his state.

4. What irony do you see in Abraham’s response in verse 31?

Jesus proves His deity by raising Lazarus then Himself from the dead. Here Jesus uses this parable to foreshadow that these same Pharisees still wouldn’t be convinced.

5. Discussion: Jesus rarely gives names to characters in His parables (Prodigal Son, Shrewd Manager, Good Samaritan), why do you think He gives a name to the poor man Lazarus?

It’s possible that Jesus is foreshadowing the raising of Lazarus as proof of His Deity.

6. Contrast the rich man’s actions with that of the Good Samaritan. 

(Luke 10: 25-37)

As the Good Samaritan went the extra mile in both time and money, the Rich Man did not use any of his resources to help the needy. He even went so far as to not even readily give scrapes to Lazarus. Comparing Gleaning from Lev 19:9-10.

7. This parable follows the parable of the shrewd manager. What theme do you think the two parables share?

Possible Answers: (1) Money; (2) Use of wealth; (3) Shock the Pharisees about wealth; (4) Proper use of Earthly possessions; (5) God’s view of the human heart
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