Lesson 27

Parable of Shrewd Steward 
Luke 16:1-18

Icebreaker 1. Men with pierced ears are better prepared for marriage; they’ve experienced pain and bought jewelry.

Icebreaker 2. Have you ever managed someone else’s possessions? What kind of pressures did you face?

Read Luke 16:1-18

1. The manager in this parable is losing his job. How are his actions similar to the way people of today respond to job loss?

The manager used his available resources to network in hopes of future benefit. Many people today send notes out to everyone in their address book hoping for some future benefit.

2. What does the manager do to gain favor from others before he is terminated? (Vs. 5-7) What is your opinion of the manager’s actions?

Lesson Note: Use this question to discuss the ethical implications of what the manager is doing.

3. At the time it was not uncommon for the Jews to avoid the law of no interest  (Ex 22:25-27) by loaning grain or oil and charging interest. It’s possible the debts that are being forgiven are the manager’s commission on the loans. How does this change the implication of his actions?

4. What does Jesus say about the manager’s use of his resources? (Vs. 9)

5. What is Jesus’ point in this parable?

6. How can we apply this teaching to our lives today? In what way can you use your material possessions to further God’s word and be welcomed into eternal dwellings?

7. In thinking of your current possessions, you are being trusted with very little. How well are you responding to that trust. Are you worthy of being trusted with true riches?

8. Jesus is tough on the Pharisees in respect to their love of money. Why do you think that Luke included the seemingly incongruous statement about marriage at the end of this section?
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