Lesson 26

Lost & Found
Luke 15

Icebreaker 1. I think animal testing is a terrible idea; they get all nervous and give the wrong answers.

Icebreaker 2. At a low point in your life, was there someone who supported you unexpectedly?

Read Luke 15

1. In the first parable, Jesus uses an everyday example to demonstrate God’s love. In this example, how are the 99 sheep protected?

Possible Answers: (1) Safety in numbers; (2) Sheep stay grouped together as Christians do; (3) The 99 are doing as they are directed, just as non-lost Christians do; (4) The 99 sheep stick together as Christians do; (5) The rest of the flock sticks together and protects each other, just as the church does.

2. How do the first 2 parables demonstrate God’s response to the lost?

3. How do the first 2 parables lead up to the parable of the prodigal son?

Jesus uses these first 2 parables to set the stage for the real story involving people. These first 2 parables demonstrate the way people respond to things other than humans.

4. The prodigal son asks for his inheritance early. How would this request be taken today? How would it have been perceived in Jesus’ time?

The son asking for his inheritance would have been as good as saying, “I wish you were dead”. While a father would sometimes split his inheritance while living, he would still live on the proceeds. In this story the son takes ownership immediately.

5. The son finds himself feeding pigs in a foreign land. At the time this would have been the lowest possible state, as pigs were considered unclean and the son being in a position of serving them. What would be the equivalent low state in our society today?

6. At what point did the son finally change the course of his life? What was the event that signified the change?

The prodigal son repented at the lowest state of his life. This is the same way that many people repent today. The event that is so critical is repentance, a desire to change the course of your life.

7. When the son returned home the father ran to meet him. What was the significance of this in the time? 

The father would have had to be looking for the son in order to see him a long way off. Also, in the time it was considered extremely undignified and humiliating to run, especially to greet someone. Typically the father would have been expected to wait for the son to come to him, or at most to have walked to meet him.

8. The father honors the son with a feast, robe, ring and sandals. How does God honor the found today? What kind of celebration is involved?

9. Who do you suppose the sons represented in Jesus’ time? 

10. What do you suppose the relationship between the brothers would be like the next day? How do we respond when someone repents today?
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