Lesson 24

Repent or Perish
Luke 13:1-9

Icebreaker 1. In an oncology class, the professor asked his students, "Define benign." A student sarcastically answered, "It's between be-8 and be-10."

Icebreaker 2. If you had a free hour, how would you spend it?

Read Luke 13:1-9

1. What does verse 1 mean?

Lesson Note: It appears that Pilate killed these Galileans while they were worshiping, thus mixing their blood with the blood of their sacrifices.

2. At the end of chapter 12, Jesus is telling people to interpret the signs of the times. The people then begin to bring current events into play. It was a common Jewish belief that worse things happened to worse sinners. What is Jesus’ answer to this?

3. The Tower of Siloam is mentioned only in Luke’s account. The times were colored by the Roman rule. How does the allusion to the Tower of Siloam contrast with the murdered worshipers in the Jews’ eyes?

Those helping build or repair the Tower of Siloam would have been seen as helping the Romans, while those killed at the temple would have been seen as devout Jews. Jesus says that both were guilty of sin.

4. What are some of the things that we sometimes see as happening to sinners today?

Possible Answers: (1) AIDS; (2) Teen Pregnancy; (3) Ironic Justice; (4) People getting their “Just Desserts”; (5) Divorce; (6) Job loss

5. How can we better minister to people in these situations in light of the love of Christ?

It’s important to hate the sin, but love the sinner. Use this question to discuss how we can reach out to those in need.

6. Jesus drives home His point in the parable. What did this parable mean at the time?

Israel was the fig tree. The parable demonstrates God’s patience in waiting for Israel to produce fruit.

7. How does this parable apply to us today?

(1) A lost soul is given longer to produce fruit, again showing God’s patience; (2) If we continue to use up resources without producing fruit we’ll be cut off, (3) God expects us to yield fruit.

8. Given the fact that we’re all equally guilty of sin, how can you better minister to others?
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